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MEMOIR OF THELATE REV. W. Hurn.* 


WiLLi1aAmM Hurn, minister of the 
Gospel, pastor of the church and 
congregation assembling in the 
chapel, Woodbridge, formerly Vi- 
car of Debenham, and Chaplaiu to 
the late Duchess Dowager of Chan- 
dos, was born at Breccles Hall, 
Norfolk, Dec. 21, 1754. 

Endowed with a superior intel- 
lect, he pursued his preparatory 
studies with uncommon facility and 
success. In the year 1777 he he- 
eame Classical Tutor in the free 
grammar school at Dedham, in 
Essex, then conducted by the Rev. 
Dr. Greenwood ; entered the army 
in 1797; resigned his commission 
in 1780; was ordained deacon, at 
Norwich, by Bishop Yoige, in 
1781; and admitted to priest’s or- 
ders tiie following year. He offi- 
ciated successively in the parishes 
of Beighton, Broome, Rattlesden, 
Stowmarket, &c. in Suffolk. 

In the year 1786, through the 
abounding grace and mercy of 
God, his mind became susceptible 
of religious impressions, to which 
he had hitherto been a stranger. 
He became a resident on his cure 
at Rattlesden in 1787. From this 
_ period he evinced a total change 
of character and sentiment. Con- 
vinced of the natural depravity of 
the human heart, of the necessity 
of the atoning blood and _righte- 
ousness of Christ, of the renovat- 
ing and sanctifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit, he resolved, with 

* As this article was sent us, we owed it 
to our correspondents to print it, notwith- 


standing it has appeared in another peri- 
odical. 
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divine assistance, to come out 
and be separate from the world, 
determining to know nothing,” 
amongst his people, ‘but Jesus 
Christ and him crucified.” 

In a letter, dated July 24, 1787, 


-he thus writes to a friend, who ex- 


pressed the satisfaction and enter- 
tainment derived from a_ recent 
pleasurable excursion :—‘‘ I believe 
that true felicity is to be obtained 
but one way ; that there is no’ per- 
manent peace or rest for any one, 
but that which is revealed in Scrip- 
ture—‘ the rest which remaineth 
for the people of God; which 
springs from a right knowledge of 
God, as he shines forth, all merci- 
ful and lovely as he is, in a cruci- 
fied Saviour.” 

In the year 1788, he was ap- 
pointed, by the Most Noble Eliza- 
beth, Duchess Dowager of Chan- 
dos, one of her Grace’s domestic 
chaplains ; and the following year 
was united in marriage to Sarah, 
second daughter of the late Tho- 
mas Wharrie, Esq. Hull. In 1790, 
he was presented, by !}ame Anne 
Henniker and the Duchess Dowa- 
ger of Chandos, to the living of 
Debenham, a small market town 
in the central part of Suffolk. Here 
he continued to labour indefatig- 
ably, ‘‘in season and out of sea- 
son,” during along series of years ; 
faithfully and fearlessly proclaim- 
ing the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Larnestly pursuing but one object, 
the glory of God in the conversion 
of immortal souls. The Lord abund- 
antly blessed hislabours, and made 
him instrumental in turning num- 
bers ‘* from darkness to light, and 
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from the power of Satan . unto 
God.” ‘Many who are now pro- 
mulgating the glad tidings of the 
Gospel, first felt its divine influ- 
ence while listening to its gracious 
truths from his lips. The juvenile 
part of his flock, also, eminently 
benefited by his labours. He re- 
gularly devoted the Sunday even- 
ing to a catechetical exercise, and 
often reminded his clerical bre- 
thren of the necessity and import- 
ance of training the rising genera- 
tion in the knowledge and fear of 
God. A truly Christian philan- 
thropist, he was ever found the 
ready advocate and friend of any 
institution which had for its object 
the extension of true religion. 
Anxious to promote the spiritual 
welfare of immortal souls, he un- 
dertook, in the year 1814, the cu- 
racy of Ashfield-cum-Thorp, where 
he laboured sometime gratuitously, 
and presented the emolument toa 
poor clergyman, then resident in 
the neighbourhood. In the sum- 
mer of 1817, he was called to en- 
dure a heavy domestic trial, in the 
decease of his beloved wife; but 
was supported with the recollec- 
tion of her having died in the Lord. 
In the autumn of the same year, 
the bereaved and sorrowing writers 
of this Memoir had the unspeak- 
able privilege of becoming his 
adopted children; and continued 
to enjoy his paternal solicitude, 
earnest prayers, and Christian in- 
struction, throughout the remain- 
der of his life. Under all the 
- painful vicissitudes incident to hu- 
man life, he experienced peculiar 
divine support. The period now 
approached, when his faith and 
Christian fortitude were to undergo 
the severest test. God demanded 
a sacrifice, which his faithful ser- 
vant, through grace, was resolved 
to make. On Sunday, Oct. 6, 
1822, he publicly announced his 
intention to preach, on the follow- 
ing Lord’s day, his farewel dis- 


courses, with the view of resigning 
his living, and seceding from the 
Established Church. This extra- 
ordinary determination, he assured 
his weeping audience, arose purely 
from conscientious motives, which, 
with divine permission, he intended: 
to make known at a future period. 

In April, 1828, he received from 
the congregation at the chapel, 
Woodbridge, an invitation to sup- 
ply their place of worship ; with 
which request he complied, and 
preached his first sermon after se- 
cession, April 27. Proposals for 
his continuance amongst them were 
soon issued from the church and 
congregation, to which, after ear- 
nest prayer and deliberation, he 
consented ; and became their resi- 
dent pastor in July of the same 
year. ! 

During his life, this distinguish- | 
ed minister of Christ, though not 
exempt from trials, realized pe- 
culiar blessings, the greatest of 
which was peace of mind, arising 
from a sense of the divine favour 
and: approbation.. With a holy 
disinterestedness, which character- 
ized his Christian course, he per- 
sisted in his accustomed acts of 
liberality and benevolence, con- 
firming a declaration made to the 
people of his charge, J seek not 
yours, but you. The continued 
orthodoxy of his sentiments ‘may 
be best conceived by a reference 
to his “‘ Farewel Testimony,” which 
contains an epitome of the sacred 
truths he so long laboured to incul- 
cate. In the preface to this work 
he observes, “ Should it be insinu- 
ated or reported by any, that my 
views of the Gospel, in any points 
of vital importance, are erroneous, 
they may be referred to what I 
have written and made public. If 
they will condescend to read the 
following pages, they may find my 
principles in them, and learn what 
my creed is. To the best of my 
knowledge, I have flattered no man 
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here, nor sought to please any man 
or body of men at the expence of 
trath, It is now a leng time that 
I have not dared to lean on any 
human, authority for any thing Lam 
to believe and teach, concerning 
the religion of Jesus Christ.”’ This 
opinion he maintained through life, 
and continued to dispense the sa- 
ered ordinances of religion, uncen- 
nected with any existing denomi- 
nation of professing Christians, yet 
cultivating an esteem for all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity. 

- On Sunday, Sept. 13, 1829, he 
delivered, in his accustomed ener- 
getic and impressive tone, two dis- 
courses, founded on Luke ix. 11. 
and Romans vi. 2.; and in the 
evening, as usual, when not pre- 
vented by indisposition, engaged in 
the catechetical instruction. This, 
to the regret of his congregation and 
friends, was his last public.attempt 
to ‘turn the sinner from the error 
of his ways,” and direct the weep- 
ing penitent to “ the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the 
world.” On the 18th, it pleased 
God to visit him with a disease 
which proved fatal. Of its serious 
nature and consequences, the pa- 
tient and afflicted sufferer was soon 
aware. On Monday, the 21st, in 
answer to an inquiry respecting the 
state of his health, he said, “ I am 
sick and near to death ;” and inti- 
mated his conviction, : that a few 
days would probably terminate his 
mortal existence; which, to the 
inexpressible consolation of his 
deeply-afilicted relatives, was mer- 
citully protracted. Throughout the 
day he continued. to address his 
sorrowing family and friends in the 
most solemn and. affectionate man- 
ner. The efficacy of divine grace 
was eminently displayed in his 
deep humility, patience under bo- 
dily sufferings, resignation to the 
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divine will, and entire reliance on} 
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the mercy of God through Christ. 
He frequently said, ‘<I am a poor 
unworthy sinner, an unprofitable 
servant: I must have the lowest 
place in heaven. _O that I had 
served God better, and glorified 
him more!” Often in the midst 
of extreme bodily pain, he said, 
“The Lord is good; he deals 
gently and kindly with me. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul,’ &c. He 
repeatedly addressed those -who 
were the most concerned ‘for the 
preservation of his life, thus :— 
“« Be resigned to the will of God; 
his will is best.” I have no wish to 
recover ; if [had, F should be afraid. 
Whether I live, may I live to the 
Lord; and whether Indie, may I 
die to the Lord. Pray for me, that 
I may humble myself under the 
hand of God. I am resigned to 
his will; that I think a token for 
good.” j 

He made frequent confessions of 
his faith in the Redeemer ; ‘‘ Christ,” 
“(he said, is all my salvation and 
all my desire; my only refuge is 
in Him; I have had no other hope 
for years ; ‘I know in whom I have 
believed,’ &c, (With great emo- 
tion) O the infinite, the incompre- 
hensible love of Christ, to become 
incarnate, to die for such rebels; 
and to procure for them eternal 
redemption! O the wonderful love 
of God in Christ Jesus !” 

The fervour of his devotion was 
remarkable. . Often, with uplifted 
eyes and-extended arms, he pray- 
ed, “‘O Lord, have mercy on me, 
a poor, vile sinner! Lord Jesus, 
undertake for me: be thou my 
righteousness, my all! Lord, keep 
me—keep my soul—keep me till I 
come.into thy presence, and bow 
before thy throne!” Those who 
claimed his tenderest sympathy 
and_ affection, were the frequent 
subjects of his petitions; and he 
occasionally said, ‘<I am praying, 
not for my friends only, but for 
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my enemies.” At intervals he re- 
quested various portions of the sa- 
cred Scriptures to be read to him: 
adding, ‘‘ 1 have committed a great 
deal to memory, and can meditate 
upon it when scarcely able to bear 
reading. The word of God is the 
food and nourishment of my soul.” 
As this venerable saint approached 
the eternal world, his desire to de- 
part and to be with Christ increas- 
ed. He often said, ‘‘ I want to be 
perfect—to have my sanctification 
completed—to be entirely con- 
formed to the image of my Savi- 
our. JI shall be satisfied when I 
awake with thy likeness.” 

On Monday, Oct. 5, it was evi- 
dent the vital powers were fast 
sinking; in his own language, 
** life was ebbing—-mercy was over- 
flowing.” He entreated his afflict- 
ed relatives to moderate their grief 
in his presence, adding, ‘‘ Let there 
be peace. Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” He retained 
his faculiies entire tothe last, for 
which he frequently expressed gra- 
titude to the Father of mercies; 
observing, “‘the Lord deals with 
me as seemeth good in bis sight. 
Let patience have its perfect work. 
I want to do the will of God 
through his strength, and then en- 
ter into light—into his glory.” 

On Thursday, the 8th, he made 
several attempts to articulate.— 
About twenty minutes after twelve 
o’clock, he said, “ All—all (with 
emphasis) sweetness !”” These words, 
indicative of the peace and serenity 
of his soul, were the last he was 

‘ heard to utter. On Friday morn- 
ing, Oct, 9, he fell asleep in Jesus, 
and entered into the joy of his 
Lord, to receive an inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that 

fadeth not away. 

On Thursday, Oct. 15, the mor- 
tal remains of this exemplary Chris- 
tian were removed from his resi- 


dence, Woodbridge, attended by 
numbers of his attached hearers 
and friends, and sepulchred in the 
parish church of Debenham, the 
scene of his former ministerial la- 
bours. The respected incumbent 
delivered an animated and appro- 
priate address to the numerous 
sorrowipng spectators. At the re- 
quest of the bereaved congregation, 
the Rev. W. Ward, of Stowmarket, 
preached an impressive funeral dis- 
course on the following Sunday, 
from 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Previously to the fatal seizure, 
this indefatigable minister of Christ 
had been oceupied in composing, 
revising, and preparing for publi- 
cation, his Reasons for Secession, 
which will be in the press as soon 
as practicable. 

He possessed a talent for poe- 
try, and published in 1777 a de- 
scriptive poem, entitled ‘‘ Heath 
Hill;” and im 1784, ‘“ The Bless- 
ings of Peace, a lyric Poem,” &c. 

He was the author of the follow- 
ing religious publications :—‘‘ The 
Fundamental Principles of the Es- 
tablished Church proved to be the 
Doctrine of the Scriptures ;” an 
introductory Discourse, preached | 
March 7%, at Debenham. Bury. 
8vo. ‘* Men warned to examine 
the Grovnd of their Religion ; or, 
False Foundations removed, and 
the true one pointed out:” a Ser- 
mon preached in the Cathedral 
Church, Norwich, on Sunday, Oct. 
17, 1790. Ipswich. 8vo. <‘ Pre- 
paration for Death,” &c. preached 
at Debenham, Feb. 26, 1792, on 
occasion of the sudden, but re- 
markably triumphant departure of 
William Patrick. To which are 
added, some lyric verses, entitled — 
Laughter in Death. Ipswich. ‘‘ The 
Divine Government a ground of 
rejoicing at all times;” and ‘The 
Tears of England, or a Word in 
Season to the People ;” the former 
preached on Tuesday, Dec. 19) 
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1797, being the day set apart for 
a general thanksgiving for naval 
victories obtained in the present 


war ; and the latter on Wednesday, | 


March 7, 1798, being the day ap- 
pointed fora general fast. Ipswich. 
8vo. “A Farewell Testimony,” 
containing the substance of two 
discourses preached in the parish 
church of Debenham, Oct. 13, 
1822, after a public notice given 
on the preceding Lord’s day, to 
take leave of the people and se- 


ede from the Established Church; 


and since formed into one conti- 


_nued address, with large additions. 
. Woodbridge, 1823. 8vo. ‘‘ Hymns 


a9 


and Spiritual Songs,” with metri- 
cal versions fromthe Psalms, de- 
signed to teach the Christian doc- 
trine according to the analogy of 
Scripture, by combining knowledge 
and practice, or the duties with the 
principles of the Gospel; contain- 
ing 420 original compositions.— 


Woodbridge, 1824. 12mo. Second 


edition. ‘‘ A Glance at the Stage 
by the Light of Truth.” Ipswich, 
1827. 12mo. ‘ A _ Seceriptural 
Guide to the Knowledge of the 
Gospel, in the form of a Cate- 
chism.” Woodbridge, 1828. 12mo. 
Eighteenth edition. | 

With divine permission, Memoirs 
of the lamented deceased will be 
presented to the public, including 
extracts from his unpublished Ser- 
mons, Letters, &c. 

Ez & E.C. 


History OF THE EnGLisH BIBLE. 


THE Emblematical Engraving pre- 


fixed to this Number, points to the 
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reign of Henry VIII. when the 


translating, printing, and publish- 
ing the Bible brought about the 
Reformation in England. It repre- 
sents even-handed Justice, as hold- 
ing the scales of truth, and the Bible 
alone, as outweighing all human de- 
cretals and decrees, notwithstand- 


ing the Popish and Satanic influence 
thrown into or attached to the oppo- 
site scale. 

“«The Reformation,” says Burke, 
‘‘ one of the greatest periods of 
human improvement, was a time of 
trouble and confusion. The vast 
structure‘of superstition and tyran- 
ny,—which had been for ages in 
rearing, and which was combined 
with the interest of the great and 
the many; which was moulded 
into the laws, the manners, the 
civil institutions of nations; and 
blended with the frame and policy 
of states ;—could not be brought to 


-the ground without a struggle, nor 


could it fall without a violent con- 
cussion of itself and all about it.” 
The principles of Luther, which 
produced the Reformation in Ger- 
many, had spread themselves to 


‘this country; and about the year 


1520, at each of the universities, 
students were found who had em- 
braced and propagated them. At 
Oxford were Tindal, Frith, Ta- 
verner, and others; and at Cam- 
bridge, Bilney, Barnes, Latimer, 
and Cranmer. 

In consequence of a severe per- 
secution raised against them at 
Oxford, by Cardinal Wolsey, Tin- 
dal and Frith, about the year 1524, 
fled to the Continent, and finally 
settled at Antwerp. Atthis place, 
in little more than ten years, Tin- 
dal, without worldly patronage, 
and opposed by the fierce despo- 
tism, the papistical prejudices, and 
fiery passions of Henry VIII., 
achieved, by translating the Scrip- 
tures, the Reformation. 


“The British Isles lay sunk in popish night, 
God said, Let Tindal be, and all wos 
light.” . 


The New Testament was printed” 
in 1526. The chief part of this 
impression was bought up from 
some merchants at Antwerp, by 
Tonstal, bishop of London, and 


6 History of the 
was burnt in the same year.* \ In 
the preface to his work, entitled 
The Parable of the wicked Mam- 
mon, dated May 8, 1527, Tindal 
says, ‘In burning the New Tes- 
tament, they dyd none other thing 
than I looked for.” 

The book of Genesis was print- 
ed at the end of the year 1530. It 
has on the last leaf, ‘‘ Emprinted 
at Malborow in the land of Hesse, 
by me Hans Luft, the yere of our 
Lord M.ccece.xxx. the xvii dayes 
of Januarii.” Bound up with Ge- 
nesis are the other four books of 
Moses, without dates. They ap- 
pear to have been printed sepa- 
rately, and probably at subsequent 
periods. - Genesis and Numeri 
are printed in the Dutch black let- 
ter; Exodus, Levitici, and Deute- 
ronomie are printed in the Roman 
letters.+ ‘It is not improbable but 
that all the books of the Old Tes- 
tament were printed in a similar 
way. Speaking of the whole 
Bible, Fox says, ‘‘The greatest 
doer thereof was indeed William 
Tindal, who, with the help of 
Myles Coverdale, had translated 
all the books thereof, except only 
the Apocrypha and certain notes 
thereof.”’{ 

» The popish bishops, with War- 
ham, archbishop of Canterbury at 
their head, obtained a decree from 
the king, dated May 25, 1531, de- 
ereeing that all the books, contain- 
ing various heresies, ‘‘ with the 
translation also of Scripture cor- 
rupted by William Tindal, as well 
in. the Old Testament as the New, 
should utterly be expelled.” || In 
the list of proscribed heretical 
works, are the “ chapters of Moses 


* A copy of this first edition, formerly 
belonging to the Rey. Andrew Gifford of 
London, is in the Baptist Museum at Bristol. | 

+ There are two copies of the Pentateuch 
in the British Museum. 

{ Fox’s Martyr. vol. ii. 434, 
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called Genesis,” the ‘ chapters of 
/ Moses called Deuteronomos,” and 
“ David’s Psalter in English.”— 
These are doubtless the parts of 
the Old Testament referred to in 
the proclamation.* 

The bishop of London, at this 
time, was Stokesly, who, having 
collected many of Tindal’s works, 
with great pomp, attended the 
burning of them at St. Paul’s Cross 
in the year, 1531. The translat- 
ors brother, John Tindal, and 
Thomas Patmore, merchants of 
London, having been convicted as 
importers of Tyndal’s Scriptures, 
were compelled to ride in the pro- 
cession with their heads to the 
horses’ tails, having the proscribed 
books tied about their necks, which 
they were forced to throw into the 
fire. Some idea may be formed of 
the wealth of these gentlemen, and 
of the numbers of books they had 
been guilty of importing from An- 
twerp, from the pecuniary fine im- 
posed in addition to their other 
punishment, which amounted to 
18,8401. Os. 10d. 

In the year 1534, the second, 
and a corrected edition of the New 
Testament, was printed ‘* by Mar- 
tin Emperowre, the yere of our Lord 
*“MDXXXIV.” 

Tyndale was next employed in 
bringing out the second edition of 
the whole Bible in folio. That he 
had accomplished the translation 
of the Old ‘Testament as well as 
the New, is evident from the ini- 
tial letters of-his name, in large 
capitals, W. T. being affixed at. the 
close of the prophet Malachi, in 
what is called Matthews’s Bible, 
finished at Antwerp in 1537. This 
is of a large folio size, and very 
handsomely printed. 

Strype, speaking of this version, 
says, ‘* Before all this second edé- 
tion was printed, Tyndale was 


* Fox’s Martyr. yo). ii. 237. 


}| Collier’s Eccles. Hist. vol, ii. p, 50, 
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taken and put to death for his reli- 
gion, in Flanders, in the year 1536, 
and his name thus growing into 
ignominy, as one burnt for a here- 
tic, they thought it might prejudice 
the book if he should be named 
the translator thereof ; and so they 
used a feigned name, calling it 
Thomas Matthews’s Bible, though 
Tyndale before his death had fin- 
ished all but the Apocrypha, which 
was finished by Rogers, who add- 
ed also some marginal notes.” 

Another version of the Scrip- 
tures is known by the name of 
Coverslale’s Bible. 

It is most likely the following 
statement of Tyndale, in a letter 
written from, Antwerp to John 
Frith, who was then in the Tower 
of London, dated January, 1533, 
refers to the commencement of this 
folio Bible: the first edition of 
Tyndale’s having ‘been printed in 
12mo. ‘George Joy, at Candle- 
mas, being at Barrow, printed two 
leaves of Genesis in a great form, 
and sent one copy to the king and 
another to the new queen [Anne 
Boleyn], with a letter to N. [pro- 
bably lord Thomas Cromwell] to 
deliver them ; and to purchase li- 
cence that he might so go through 
the whole Bible. Out of this has 


sprung the noise of the new Bible ; 


and out of that is the great seeking 
for English books at all the print- 
ers and bookbinders in Antwerp, 
and for an English priest that 
should print.” Now, Coverdale 
was just such a person; and as 
he considered the king’s divorce 
lawful, (which Tyndale did not) 
addressing Anne Boleyn as the 
King’s ‘‘dearest just wyfe, and 
moost vertuous Pryncesse Quene 
Anne,” he was doubtless employed 
to bring out a new Bible. This 
version was printed in 1536, and 
is said in the title-page to have 
been translated out of the “ Latin 
and Douche,” and in the last leaf, 


«« Prynted in the yeare of our Lord 
M.D.XxXxv. and fynished the fourth 
day of October.” 

By comparing Coverdale’s Bible 
with Tyndale’s Pentateuch of 1530, 
and with Matthews’s edition of 
1537, itis most evident that both 
Matthews’s and Coverdale’s were 
printed from the same copy; most 
likely from one of Tyndale’s which 
had been previously printed: they 
are substantially the same transla- 
tion. It is possible that Coverdale, 
who says in his preface that he had 
undertaken it with reluctance, be- 
cause he knew himself to be infe- 
rior to others of ‘‘ripe wit,” &c. 
who had been hindered in their 
work, was enabled by the assist- 
ance of Lord Thomas Cromwell to 
proceed with greater dispatch 
‘* than those which began it afore,” 
and by whose ‘‘ ministracions” the 
reader would have it sent “ina 
better shape.” The variations be- 
tween Coverdale’s and Matthews’s 
editions are but trifling, and, gene- 
rally speaking, only verbal; butin 
most instances these versions are 
literally the same: as at the close 
of the Book of Job they both thus 
give the names of Job’s three daugh- 
ters:—“* The first he called Daye, 
the second Povertie, the thyrde All- 
plenteousness.” At the close of 
the 150th psalm, Coverdale’s has 
« Hallelujah,” and Matthews’s 
“* Praise the Everlasting.” 

When this volume of Coverdale 
was presented to the king, he hand- 
ed it to Gardiner, the popish bi- 
shop of Winchester, who after some 
time returned it to his majesty, 
saying it contained many errors. 
‘“*Has it,’ asked the monarch, 
“any heresies init?” On its being 
replied, “‘ It had no heresies,” then 
said Henry, ‘‘ In God’s name let it 
go abroad among the people.” 

Many reasons might be given 
why Henry approved of Cover- 
dale’s version, He had in his de 
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dication called the king the head 
of the church, &c. &c. He says, 
‘For that the Scripture declareth 
most abundantly, that the office, 
authorities, and power given of 
God unto kings, is in earth above 
all other powers: that as ther is 
nothing above God, so is ther no 
man above the king in his realme ; 
but that he only under God is the 
chief head of all the congregation 
and church* of the same.” Again, 
‘‘He thought it his dutie and to 
belong to his allegiance, when he 
had translated this Bible, not only 
to dedicate this translation to his 
highness, but wholly to commit 
it unto him, to the intent that if 
any thing therein be translated 
amisse, (for in many things we 
fayle, even when we think to be 
sure,) it might stand in his grace’s 
hands to correct it, to amend it, 
to improve it, yea, and clean to re- 
ject it, if his godly wisdom should 
think it necessary”! This version 
too, contained several apocryphal 
books (which Tyndale’s first edi- 
tion did not,) and that of the pro- 
phet Baruch was placed next to 
that of Jeremiah, among the cano- 
nical books.t+ 


- * In his reply to Sir Thomas More, Tin- 
dal assigns the following reason why he 
had rendered the word ecclesia, congregation, 
instead of church. ‘* Because the word 
church was by the popish clergy appropriat- 
ed to themselves, whereas of right it was 
common to all the whole congregation of 
them that believe in Christ.” Coverdale 
always uses the term congregation in the 
text; as in Acts xx. 24, 28. “He sent for 
the elders of the congregation; ‘ Over 
which the Holy Ghost has made you bys- 
shopps, to feed the congregation which he 
hath purchased with his own blood.” Tyn- 
dale has the term elders in one text, and 
overseers in the other: he never uses the 
term bishop. 

+In the account given by Fox of the 
early editions of the English Bible, and 
which is the only statement that can he de- 
pended upon, this version of Coverdale is 
not even mentioned; and yet it has beencom- 
mon with all the recent writers on the subject 
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The second edition of Tindal’s 
Bible, called Matthews’s, in the 
year 1537 obtained a still higher 
instance of royal favour, as it had 
printed in large red letters, at the 
bottom of the title page, ‘ Set 
forth by the king’s majesty’s li- 
cence.” 

It has been already stated, that 
Rogers, after the death of Tindal, 
had added the apocryphal books 
and some notes, with a flattering 
dedication to the king. To pre- 
vent, however, the suspicion of 
Tindal, or even Rogers, having 
translated this Bible, it was called 
Thomas Matthews’s. An edition 
of 500 copies being finished at 
Antwerp, and brought to Eng- 
land, the archbishop of Canterbury 
and Lord Thomas Cromwell pro- 
cured the consent of the king that 
it should be set up and read in the 
parish churches ! 

This edition was printed at the 
charge of two English merchants, 
Richard Grafton and Edward Whit- 
church; the initial letters of their 
names, in large capitals, appear, 
R. G. at the top, and E. W. at the 
bottom of the page, at the begin- 
ning of the prophetical books.* 

The crooked policy by which 
the king’s approbation of Mat- 
thews’s Bible was obtained, did 
not answer the proposed end; as 
the very next year, 1538, it was 
suppressed by a royal decree, 
“‘ because,” says Fox, ‘it con- 
tained some of Tyndale’s pro- 
logues, and chiefly about the Sup- 
per of the Lord, and marriage of 


to say, the first translation of the English 
Bible was Coverdale’s, in 1535. . If it were 
said it was the first printed Bible which had 
the royal patronage, it would be correct. 

* In a New Testament printed by Fraun- 
ces Regnault in Paris, 1538, ‘ translated 
and eorrected by Myles Coverdale,” they 
are called “cityzens of London. Toa let- 
ter sent by Grafton to Lord Cromwell, in 
1537, he signs himself ‘“‘ Richard Grafton, 
Grocer.” 
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the priests, and-the-mass, which 
there was said not to be found in 
it.” This proclamation enacted 
that no person in England should 
print or publish the Bible for five 
years, without leave being first 
obtained from the vicegerent. 

The king, notwithstanding, in 
this same year, wrote to Francis, 
the king of France, and obtained 
permission for a subject of his to 
get the Bible in English printed in 
Paris, on account of the superior 
paper and workmen to be found in 
his dominions. When this impres- 
sion, consisting of 2,500 copies, 
was nearly finished, the whole was 
seized by order of the Inquisition, 
and burnt in a place resembling 
Smithfield. Coverdale, the cor- 
rector of the press, and other Eng- 
lishmen connected with the work, 
fled; but afterwards the workmen, 
with the types, presses, &c. were 
brought to London, when Grafton 
and Whitchurch commenced print- 
ers themselves, which till then they 
had not intended to be. 

In the years 1539* and 1540, 
there were printed in London, by 
these eminent printers, Cranmer’s 
Bible, and three separate editions, 
distinct from each other, of the 
Bible of the larger volume. The 
description given of that last men- 
tioned by Fox, applies to all of 
them: ‘“‘ The chiefest corrector 
was Myles Coverdale, who, taking 
the translation of Tyndale, con- 
ferred the same with the Hebrew, 
and amended many things.” 

The edition called Cranmer’s 
Bible, on account of the preface 
to it, which was written by the 
archbishop, ‘‘ was fynished in 
Apryll anno 1539.” ‘In this edi- 


* There was another edition printed in 
London this year, by John Byddell, in Flete- 
street. This was called Taverner’s Bible, 
which professed to be nothing more than a 
recognition of Tyndale’s. 
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tion,’ says Lewis, ‘* Matthéws’s 
[i.e.Tindal’s] Bible was revised, and | 
certain alterations and corrections 
made in the translation.” * 

Next to the title-page is the Pro- 
logue, of which it is said, “A 
prologue or preface made by the 
mooste reverend father in God 
Thomas, archbyshop of Canter- 
bury, metropolytan and prymate 
of Englande.” The two first edi- 
tions of the Bible of the larger vo- 
lume, (so called because of its 
being much larger than Cranmer’s, 
or any previous edition,) had also 
the prologue of the archbishop, It 
isa singular fact, that there are no 
apocryphal books either appended 
to, or interspersed in one of these 
editions.t Another edition, print- 
ed in 1541, is without the prologue 
of Cranmer,{ and is said in the title- 
page to have been ‘‘ oversene and 
perused at the commandment of 
the kynge’s hyghnes, by the ryght 
reverende fathers in'’God, Cuth- 
bert, bysshop of Duresme, aud 
Nicolas, bysshopp of Rochester.” 
All these editions use the terms 
elders, congregation, repentance, 
&c. as are found in Tindal’s. 
Even the last which was ‘* over- 
sene and corrected” by popish 
bishops, has the following reading : 
Acts xiii. ‘‘ Aud when they had 
ordayned them elders by elleccyon 
in every congregacyon,” &c.; and 
Acts xx. 28. ‘ To rule the ,con- 
gregacyon of God which he had 
purchased with hys own blood.” 
They imitate Tyndale too, in say- 
ing, Mark iii. 2. ‘* Repent ye, for 
the kingdom,” &c.; and Luke xv. 
8. ‘“ Over one sinner that repent- 


* History of Traps. p. 128. 

+ There is a copy of this in Sion College 
Library, A. ix. 3. 

+ At least that is the case as to a copy in 
Sion College Library. Lewis mentions a 
copy of this edition which has it, notwith- 
standing it was corrected by the popish 
bishops Tonstal and Heath. 
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eth.” Coverdale has in the first of 
these texts, ‘‘ Amende ye your- 
selves,’ &c. and in the last, ‘over 
-a sinner doing penaunce.”” To each 
of these editions is printed in 
the title-page, “7 Thas is the 
Byble appointed to the use of the 
Churches.” 

This had been done by a royal 
proclamation from the king, May 7, 
1540, by which the curates and 
parishioners of each parish were 
required, under the penalty of 40s. 
a month, to provide themselves 
with the Bible of the largest vo- 
Jume before All Saints’ day next 
coming, for setting it up in every 
parish church in England. | The 
king set the price of the Bible to 
be 10s. unbound,’ and not above 
12s. well bound and clasped. He 
charged. all ordinaries to take care 
and see this proclamation obeyed ; 
at the same time giving the people 
to understand, that this allowance 
of the Holy Scriptures to them in 
their own mother-tongue was not 
his duty, but his goodness and Ii- 
berality to them, exhorting them 
not to-make an ill use of the privi- 
lege. 

It was to these splendid editions 
that the emblematical title-page, 
designed, itis said, by Hans Hol- 
bien, was given; to represent the 
universal pleasure felt by all ranks 
of the king’s subjects, high and 
low, on occasion of the Bible being 
placed in the churches, and their 
thankfulness to the king for his 
granting them this privilege of hear- 
ing and reading the Scriptures in 
their mother-tongue. Even the pri- 
soners are seen in it, looking out of 
the prison gates, and partaking of 
this great and common joy. 

After the fall of that distinguish- 
ed Protestantnobleman, Lord Tho- 
mas Cromwell, who had just before 
been created Karl of Essex, the 
cause of the Reformation 


retro-| 


History of the English Bible. 


graded, so that at the end of the 
year 1542, the popish prelates per- 
suaded the king that the people had 
abused the privilege which he had 
granted them of reading the Holy 
Scriptures; and they obtained 
an act which ‘condemned Tyn- 
dale’s translation as crafty, false, 
and untrue, and enacted that all 
manner of bokes of the Olde and 
New Testament in English, of this 
translation, should be by authority 
of this act cleerly and utterly abo- 
lished, extinguished, and forbidden 
to be kept and used in this realm, 
or els where in anie the king’s do- 
minions.” But it was provided, 
that ‘‘the Bibles and New Testa- 
ments in English, not being of Tyn- 
dale’s translations, should stand in 
force.” ‘No women, except no- 
blewomen and gentlewomen, who 
might read to themselves alone, 
and not to others; nor artificers, 
prentices, journeymen, serving- 
men of the degrees of yeomen or 
under, husbandmen nor labourers, 
were to read the Bible or New 
Testament in Englishe to himself 
or to any other, privately or openly, 
upon pain of one month’s imprison- 
ment.” About two years and a half 
after this, July 8, 1546, another 
act passed, decreeing that ‘‘ from 
henceforth no man, woman, or 
other person, of what estate, con- 
dicion, or degree so ever he or they 
be, shal, after the last day of Au- 
gust next ensuing, receave, have, 
take, or kepe in his or their posses- 
sion, the text of the New Testa- 
ment of Tyndale’s or Coverdale’s 
translation in English.” The fol- 
lowing remark was at this time 
made by a poor shepherd, on a 
spare leaf of Polydore Virgil’s 
book of the Invention of Arts :— 
“‘ When I kepe Mr. Latymer’s shepe 
I bought thys boke, when the Tes- 
tament was abberagated, that 
shepeherdys myght not rede hyt: 
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I pray God amende that blyndness. 
Wryt by Robert Wyllyams, keping 
_ shepe upon Seynbury hill, 1546.” 

The king lived but about six 
months after this horrible decree, 
he having died, Jan.28, 1546.* 


JON. 
(To be continued. ) 


THE GLORY OF GoD IN THE SEASONS 
OF THE YEAR, 


Ir there be any one subject, which 
occupies the attention of created 
beings, that is more sublime, more 
interesting, and more important 
than another, it is — the contemp- 
lation of their Creator. Com- 
pared with this, everything else 
sinks into insignificance and va- 
nity. In proportion, therefore, as 
they rise in the scale of intelli- 
gence, if is the theme which in- 
vites, and engages, and commands 
and absorbs. their attention. It is 
the employment of angels now; 
and will be that of glorified saints, 
through the boundless ages of their 
immortality. 

To whatever part of the works 
or ways of God we direct our at- 
tention, it will readily occur to 
a thoughtful mind, that his own 
glory has ever been a primary ob- 
ject with him in every thing he 
has done. If his intention is to 
rescue man from the ruins of the 
fall, by the sacrifice of his Son, 
it is to be ‘‘to the praise of the 
glory of his grace.”—If he moves 
and directs the machinery of Pro- 
vidence, and controls and over- 
rules the affairs of this lower 
world, it is that his name may be 
exalted. —-If he creates the hea- 
vens and the earth, it is that those 
heavens may “‘ declare his glory,” 
and that “the firmament may 
shew forth his handy work.” Nor 


* The year ended in March, 


il 


is there any thing, to which we 
ean turn our thoughts, unless it has 
been perverted by some moral dis- 
aster, which does not thus answer 
the design of its’ creation. This 
remark, which will apply to his 
works in general, is particularly 
illustrated in the seasons of the 
year. 

His Sovereignty is evident, in 
the entire control which he exer- 
cises over all the works of nature. 
When he’pleases he makes his sun 
to shine; when he pleases he with- 
draws its light. The rain, and the 
hail, and the snow, and the va- 
pour, and the stormy wind, fulfil 
his word. He binds up the waters 
by his frosts, and he makes them 
to flow when he thinks proper. 
The winter continues, and the 
summer lasts, as he determines. 


|The seed time and the harvest are 


under his appointment. If he 


lbrings forth his sun, none can 
/eonceal him. 


If he open the 
windows of heaven, no one can 
sbut them. Tempests and storms 
fly at his command. ‘The pastures 
are clothed with flocks, the valleys 
are covered over with corn; or 
the flocks die, and the corn wi- 
thers, at his word. ‘He giveth 
snow like wool, he scattereth the 
hoar frost like ashes.” Ten thou- 
sand tallen creatures may rise up 
in rebellion against him, bat no. 
one can stay hishand. They may 
murmiir, they may resist, they may 
blaspheme ;—but they can alter 
nothing. At the helm of govern- 
ment he sits, to whom thé empire 
of nature belongs; and, although 
such is the general perfection of 


his character, that he never acts 


by mere caprice, and without some 
good design ; he will still have it 
to be known that, he doeth ac- 
cording to his pleasure, in the 
armies of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of earth. “I am the 
Lord, and there is none else. I 
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form the light, and create dark- 
ness; I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these 
things.” 

Immediately connected with the 
sovereignty of God is his power. 
Not only does he perform his own 
pleasure, and act without the con- 
trol of any of his creatures ; but, 
in the accomplishment of his pur- 
poses, he gives exercise to His 
omnipotence. Fully to conceive 
the extent to which this perfection 
is employed, we must take a far 
wider range, and have a far more 
enlarged acquaintance with his 
works, than we can be expected 
to have. in the narrow and limited 
sphere of our existence in this 
world. So far, however, as we 
ourselves are concerned, and, in 
reference to those things which 
come under our own immediate 
observation, no argument can be 
necessary to prove, that infinite 
_ power is engaged in upholding 
and controlling, as it was in creat- 
ing. the diversified objects around 
us. It is by this that the earth re- 
volves in her daily and her annual 
course. It is this which gives 
force to the lightning, and sound 
to the thunder. It is by this that 
every thing in nature maintains its 
place and its order. Things grow 
or fade, or live or die, or change 
or last, under its agency. Who 
would not fear thee, Lord God 
Almighty; marvellous are thy 
works, and boundless is thy 
power. 

To this second perfection of the 
divine nature, we may unite the 
wisdom, which has so admirably 
provided, and arranged, and or- 
dered, and accommodated the va- 
rious objects around us, as to 
render the whole one harmonious 
system of benevolence and of 
beauty. We see it in the light 
of each returning day. We are 
reminded of it by the air we 
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breathe. We may observe it in 
the clouds, as they bear along 
their watery charge, to distribute 
their showers, and so to fertilize 
the earth. We see it in the flow- 
ers, as they display their beauty 
or send forth their fragrance. We 
are taught it by the colour of the 
earth, adapted as -it is to the eye 
and the gratification of man. We 
may trace it in the regularity, with 
which every thing is conducted, 
and in the order which is every 
where displayed. We may recog- 
nize it even in the storm; which, 
while it terrifies and alarms, is 
also intended to be a benefit and 
a blessing to the world. In a 
word, for O who can recount the 
numberless displays, which every 
season can furnish of the wisdom 
of God, there is nothing in the 
whole compass of nature, to which 
we can turn, of which it does not 
form a prominent and distinguish- 
ing feature. The summer, and 
the winter, the seed time, and the 
harvest, the day, and the night, in 
all their revolutions and in all their 
changes, proclaim it in the ear of 
man. 

Not more evident, however, is 
the wisdom of God than his good- 
ness, which is so eminently and 
so universally displayed for the 
happiness of his creatures. It is 
owing to this that we have been, 
and still are, sustained from day 
today. It is this which provides 
the various fruits of the earth, for 
the supply of our returning wants. 
It is this which furnishes us with 
the conveniences and the comforts 
which surround us. It is painted 
upon every ray of light. It is 
inhaled with every breath of air. 
The corn as it rises, the birds as 
they sing, the leaves as they ex- 


pand, all nature, as she smiles and — 
as she changes, confirms the fact, — 


that ‘*the Lord is good, that his 


mercy is everlasting, and that his — 
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truth endureth throughout all ge- 
nerations.” 

In the contemplation of his good- 
ness, we must not forget that just- 
ice, which, as the seasons roll their 
annual round, he not unfrequently 
exhibits to the children of men. 
By which is.not meant merely, the 
equity with which he always go- 
verns the world, but those extra- 
ordinary visitations, by which he 
can prove, whenever he thinks 
proper, — “‘ verily there is a re- 
ward for the righteous, verily there 
is a God that judgeth in the earth.” 
It was upon this principle, that it 
was said, in times of old, to one 
description of persons, “ blessed 
shall be the fruit of thy ground, 
and the fruit of thy cattle, the in- 
crease of thy kine, and the flocks 
of thy sheep;” while to another 
it is denounced,” cursed shalt thou 
be in the city, and cursed shalt 
thou be in the field.” There is, it 
must be acknowledged, a common 
and a general sense, in which the 
same thing happens to the right- 
eous and the wicked ; but the in- 
stances are not rare, in which the 
sun and the rain are given or de- 
nied, in which the fruits of the 
ground either prosper or decline, 
in which the thunder, and the 
lightning, and the wind, and the 
hail, and the snow, and.the frost, 
are employed and directed to an- 
swer the purpose cf righteous re- 
tribution. ‘He gaye their in- 
crease to the caterpillar, and their 
labours unto the locust. He de- 
stroyed their vines with hail, and 
their sycamore trees with frost.” 
On the contrary, he commands his 
blessing, and none can reverse it. 
‘« Justice anil judgment are the ha- 
bitation of his throne !” 

In the seasons, as in every thing 
else, we may also observe the ve- 
racity of God. Whatever he says 
he will fulfil, Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but his word shall 


not fail. Considerably more than 
four thousand years have expired, 
since mankind were destroyed by 
a flood. It was upon the occasion 
of Noah’s coming out of the ark, 
and offering an acceptable sacri- 
fice, that the promise was made, 
—‘* While the earth remaineth, 
seed time and harvest, and cold 
and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease.” 
During so long a succession of 
years and of ages, thousands of 
revolutions and changes have been 
visible in the history of nations, 
and not a few in the history of na- 
ture. | But the original promise 
remains unbroken still. The seed 
time aud the harvest, and the sum- 
mer and the winter, and the day 
and the night, still follow each 
other in their appointed course. 
If, in any instance, the promise 
has been suspended, owing to the 
wiekedness of any particular peo- 
ple, or any particular period ; 
there has been no instance, in 
which it has not been accomplish- 
ed, as it respects the world at 
large. Nor will the period arrive, 
when the succession shall cease, 
until the entire cessation of the 
business of this world, and time, 
with its narrow bounds and its 
changing scenes, shal! be absorbed 
in the abyss of eternity. —The 
same observation may be made 
concerning the rainbow. The co- 
venant, which it was intended to 
confirm, remains inviolate. The 
globe has never since been covered 
with a flood. The race of man 
has not again been swept away 
by the resistless waters. So evi- . 
dent is it, in the revolution of the 
seasons, in the objects that are 
continually presenting themselves 
to our senses, that the Lord ‘ will 
not suffer his faithfulness to fail, 
nor alter the thing that has gone 
out of his lips.” 

To those parts of the divine 
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character, which have been men- 
tioned, shall only be added his 
immutability. —Here indeed the 
seasons present him in the light 
of contrast. They change, but he 
alters not. The summer appears, 
and it declines. The winter ad- 
vances, and passes away. The 
seed time returns, the corn veget- 
ates, the harvest arrives, the fruits 
of the earth are gathered in. The 
flowers expand, and they dic. The 
grass which to day is, to-morrow 
is cut down. The face of nature 
is continually varying, in its co- 
lour and in its features. In the 
centre of all, He sits, who is the 
same yesterday, to day, and for 
ever. He pariakes not of any of 
the changes around him. The 
light aud the darkness, the sum- 
mer and the winter, the cold and 
the heat, are equally’ alike to him. 
He is nothing the brighter when 
nature smiles, nor is the less glo- 
rious, because our sky may be 
overcast with clouds. Every thing 
goes on, according to his immut- 
able purpose. With constant sub- 
mission all nature is obedient to 
his will.- Her changes are a part 
of his council. But as to himself, 
He is “ without variableness, or 
even the shadow of a turning.” 

In. the very short and’ rapid 
sketch, which has thus been taken 
of the divine perfections, as the 
shine in the seasons, little indeed 
has been said, when compared 
with the extensiveness of the sub- 
ject. The necessity to contract 
our observations, has precluded 
that enlargement, to which such 
a theme naturally invites us. No- 
thing has been said of that long- 
suffering, which, notwithstanding 
the ten thousand provocations. of 
mankind, still allows the sun to 
shine upon the evil and the good, 
and giveth rain to the just and the 
unjust. Nor has any notice been 
taken of the seasons, as to their 
beauty, their variety, and their 
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adaptation tothe wants and cir- 
cumstances of man. Over these, 
and many other considerations, 
which the subject would suggest, 
we are compelled to pass, to some 
of those lessons of improvement, 
which it is calculated to furnish 
us. 
And, first of all, it should lead 
us to admire and to adore the in- 
finitely glorious Being, whose per- 
fections are thus developed. How 
great and how wise, how. full of 
goodness and mercy, how conde- 
seending and how kind, and with- 
al how wonderful and how exalted, 
is the Lord our God! “ He hum- 
bleth himself to behold the things 
that are in heaven, and in the 
earth;” yet not a worm of the 
dust, not a flower of the field, 
is beneath his superintending re- 
gard. And does he take care of 
things so «pparently insignificant, 
and will he not take care of his 
people? Does he uphold, and 
renew, and beautify. the imani- 
mate creation, and will he neglect 
that which is rational? Does he 
shine in the seasons, and will he 
forget to shine upon his church; 
Let us bless him for the displays, 
which he affords of his providen- 
tial power and goodness. Let us 
rely upon him, for whatever he 
has promised. . Let us confide in 
him, as our: continual benefactor 
and guide. Recollecting what he 
has been'to us, and what he has 
done for us, in time that is past, 
may we learn to trust him for that 
which is to come! 

Nor, should we forget to humble 
ourselves before him, with the over- 
whelming conviction of our un- 
worthiness of all his mercies. 
While his glory bas been shin- 
ing in the seasons; while he has 
been sustaining our feeble exist- 
ence from day to- day; while 
every rising sun, and every star 
of the heavens has been proclaim- 
ing his praise; while the flow- 
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ers, and the fruits;-and the whole 
creation around us, has been ce- 
lebrating the honours of his name ; 
with what comparative indifference 
to the advancement of his glory 
have we suffered the seasons to re- 
volve. How numberless have been 
the sins of omission and commis- 
sion, by which the year that is 
past has been distinguished. How 
frequently, and. how justly have 
we merited his displeasure. In 
the midst of all his goodness, how 
neglectfal, how unkind, how -un- 
worthy has been the return, which 
we have made. At no season 
more appropriate, than that in 
which we are called to take a re- 
trospect of the past; and to com- 
mence a new division of our time, 
can we sink into: that annihilation 
of self, which will lead us ‘to 
repent in dust and ashes.” 

Finally, from the glory of God 
im the seasons of the year, we may 
with. infinite advautage, turn our 
attention to the still higher. dis- 
plays of it, which are made in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and to the more beautiful and bril- 
liant discoveries, which he will 
make of himself in heaven. — 
How short, how far short of what 
he is in reality, are all the few 
faint traces of his character, which 
appear in the works of nature ! 
Here indeed, at the best, we see 
him but in part. It is only as we 
repair to Calvary, that we see him 
in perfection. And even here, 
while the mists of mortality are 
around us, he appears but as the 
sun, through the atmosphere of a 
wintry day. To behold him in 
the full majesty of his glory, we 
must pass into eternity. We must 
wait till the winter of time is over. 
We must look forward to the ever- 
lasting spring. No more shall the 
storms, which assail this transitory 
state, Occasion a moment’s alarm. 
All there shall be purity, perfec- 
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tion, and peace. There, upon -an- 
gels that never fell, and souls that 
have been redeemed from among 
men, do his ‘glories. unceasingly 
shine. There the flowers never 
fade: there'the sun never sets ; 
there the leaf never withers. Bless- 
ed they, who already enjoy this 
high felicity! They are ‘at rest 
from their labours. They shall . 
sorrow and suffer no more. Bless- 
ed Jesus, who hath brought to light 
such a life, sweh an immortality ; 
and whose infinite compassion to 
a dying world, made thee stoop 
so low to save it! Blessed Spirit, 
by whose sacred influences the 
soul is renewed, and the militant 
ehurch is training for her final and 
triumphant destination, inspire us . 
more and more with love, and zeal 
and gratitude, and faith, and hope. 
Confirm us to thy holy will; im- 
press upon'us thy holy image. At- 
tend ‘us with thy constant help to 
the close of the journey of life. 
Be with us, as our strength and 
consolation, in the last conflict. 
And when heart and flesh are fail- 
ing, and the glories of. God in the 
seasons of the year are no longer 
visible to the eye of sense, may 
we pass into that state, where we 
shall see him as he is,’ and his un- 
veiled glories ‘shall surround our 
enraptured ‘spirits for ever and 
ever! WWE 
Saffron Walden, 
Dec.1629. 


Tue Munster BAPTISTS. * 


THE conduct of a few individuals 
at Munster in Westphalia, in the 
year 1535, has been the occasion 
of a large portion of reproach and 
virulent abuse being cast on the 
Baptists. Even within a few years 
a small pamphlet was published, 
extracted from Dr. Robertson’s 
History of Charles the fifth, asa 
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History of the Baptists, evidently 
designed to disgrace the Baptists 
of the present time, by a recital of 
what those called Anabaptists were 
said to have done at Munster more 
than two hundred years ago. ‘The 
whole affair has been very gene- 
rally misconceived, not to use a 
stronger term ; and perhaps at this 
distance of time, and especially at 
our distance from the country 
where the scene took place, it is 
impossible to come at a correct 
view of many particulars which it 
would be desirable to know; but 
having paid some attention to the 
subject, a few observations will be 
laid before our readers ;—not as a 
full detail, but as a sketch of events 
and opinions, which may guide 
their minds in estimating the cur- 
rent expressions, either of report 
or of common history. 

It is here necessary to glance at 
the state of society before the pro- 
ceedings at Munster took place. 
When the uncivilized tribes which 
poured into the Roman empire 
from the east and north-east parts 
of the world, and which at length 
overthrew it, formed settlements 
for themselves, the great land own- 
ers became slave owners, and ruled 
with a rod of iron all who were 
under their control. A frightful 
picture of the tyranny of the Ger- 
man lords and princes has been 
often exhibited by the pens of his- 
torians. The peasants who culti- 
vated the soil had no liberty, either 
civil or religious ; their lords con- 
sidered them as little better than 
articles of property; they demand- 
ed their labour, and allowed them 
nothing more than was necessary 
for their subsistence. They knew 

that knowledge was power ; that 
those held under oppression were 
very likely to rebel, if they had the 
means; and they seem to have 
therefore systematically tried to 
keep them in ignorance. But for 
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some time before the Reformation, 
the darkness of the middle age 
was slowly, though certainly, pass- 
ing away; the corruption of the 
Romish hierarchy had begun to 
alarm and disgust thinking and in- 
fluential men; and the writings of 
Wickliffe, the Council of Con- 
stance, the burning of John Huss 
and Jerome of Prague, had pro- 
duced a strong sensation. The 
sale of indulgences in Germany, 
and the conduct of Tetzel, to whose 
care that infamous traffic was 
entrusted in the country about 
Wirtemberg, deluded many, but 
opened the eyes of others to the 
shameful conduct of the court of 
Rome, and disposed them to in- 
quire and listen in a manner that 
exceeded former example; and 
roused the mighty mind of Luther 
to an opposition pregnant with un- 
expected events. ‘* Oppression,” 
which ‘‘ maketh a wise man mad,” 
irritated the minds of the suffering 
peasantry in many parts of Ger- 
many, and made them ready to 
burst forth in acts of rebellion and 
violence, as soon as any opportu- 
nity offered that would unite them 
and call them into action. About 
this time Luther published a small 
work on Christian Liberty. It 
flew like lightning ; all classes read 
it with avidity, and its sentiments 
circulated among the meanest and 
most ignorant part of the commu- 
nity. Some authors have stated 
that it was misunderstood by the 
commen people, and that they 
drew inferences that were never 
designed, and not fairly deducible’ 
from it. Perhaps so; but there 
was so'much that was manifestly 
true in its general character,- and 
so suited to the state of feeling 
produced by oppression, that it is 
no wonder ignorant and untutored 
minds should apply its principles 
with some degree of extravagance. 
A rebellion was excited, and dread- 
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ful havoc took place, ten years 
before the Munster outrages com- 
menced. ~, 

At this time Thomas Muncer, or 
Munzer (as others write his name), 
originally a Romish priest, became 
a Protestant; as a preacher he was 
popular, and ‘‘ the common people 
heard him gladly.” In his general 
sentimenis and manners he would 
be-called by many severe and pu- 
ritanical, and was ranked among 
the Anabaptists, though what. his 
particular views on the subject of 
baptism were, it is not easy to say, 
He was drawn in to take a part in 
the contest between the peasants 
and their masters, and drew upa 
manifesto stating their grievances, 
and the privileges they wished to 
have granted. Their first request 
was, that they might have the li- 
berty to choose such ministers as 
should sincerely preach the word of 
God, without the mixture of human 
traditions. This is Sleidan’s state- 
ment: another writer adds an ad- 
ditional clause—and that they 
might have power to dismiss them, 
if their conduct was reprehensible. 

The second article contains an 
objection to applying the law of 
tithes enacted in the old dispensa- 
tion to the present, while it states 
that the peasants. request that they 
may be allowed to pay tithes of 
corn, provided no other tithes are 
exacted. The third article objects 
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blamed the peasants for the insur- 
rection—blamed also the princes 
for their tyranny. The attempt 
which the peasants made to obtain 
their liberty, by the force of arms, 
failed ;—they were defeated near 
Frankhausen; Muncer was taken, 
tortured, and put to death. These 
events took place in the spring of 
1525. 

At this eventful period, the 
minds of men in Germany were 
ina high degree of fermentation. 
The church of Rome was alarmed 
at the recent attack on the claims 
they had long made on the con- 
sciences and property of all classes. 
The Protestant party were making 
a deep impression. Charles the 
Fifth, who besides being king of 
Spain was emperor of Germany, 
ambitiously sought to reduce the 
whole empire in subjection to his 
power. The princes saw clearly, 
that if he succeeded in his projects, 
they would be degraded to a state 
of vassalage, and lose entirely their 
independence. . Many of them, 
therefore, from political reasons, as 
well as from those of a religious 
nature, attached themselves to the 
Reformers ; while the Reformers, 
notwithstanding all the vigour of 
their inqniry, needed themselves to 
be farther reformed. The lower 
classes partook of the general com- 
motion; and while many of all 
ranks were doubtless “ serving the 


to slavery, both on the grounds of|Lord with all humility of mind,” 


humanity and religion ; and the re- 
maining articles (there are twelve 
in all) related to their, peculiar 
hardships which they wished to 
have relieved. Voltaire, who could 
not be suspected of any religious 
* prejudices in their favour, says-— 
Lycurgus would have, signed it! 
Even Luther, who himself had very: 


little idea of religious hberty, and} 
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there ‘were then, as at all times, 
men who were ready to seize occa- 
sions, under the name of religion, 
to carry forward schemes of per- 
sonal aggrandizement, Such was 
the state of the times, and this 
brief view will assist in forming a — 
proper estimate of the events that — 
afterwards will be related. 

(To be continued, ) 
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REVIEW. 


Popular Lectures ‘on Biblical Criticism 
and Interpretation. By W. CARPEN- 
TER, &c. 


In introducing these Lectures to the 
notice of our readers, we shall avail our- 
selves of the opportunity of directing 
attention to the subject to which Mr. C. 
seems to have consecrated his time and 
talents; the universal study—not the 
reading—but the study of the sacred vo- 
lume. The increase of biblical litera- | 
ture isa cause of profound congratula- 
tion among all sincere friends of Chris- | 
tianity. The beauty of the sacred pages 
has been made to glow more brightly, | 
the authority of their dictates has been 
more. distinctly acknowledged in the 
adjustment of religious controversies, 
and the “‘ cumulative argument” for the | 
diversity of their origin has been greatly | 
strengthened. But still these benefi- 
cial influences have had a circumscribed 
range, for though the literary devotee 
within the last age has made the Bible 
more his study than his predecessors in 
this path, it has not been proportion- 
ably examined—sétudied by the ou odour 
of the Christian church. The circula- 
tion of the Scriptures has, indeed, been 
incalewlably extended, and perhaps the 
custom of reading a portion statedly in 
the family has increased ; yet the ad- 
vantages recently obtained in the pur- 
suit of Biblical Criticism and interpre- 
tation, have not been equally diffused ; 
they are not like the waters which take 
a diffusive course far from their source, 
but like the flowers and the sculpture 
which ornament the fountain-head. We 
still find in connection with the average 
respectability and intelligence of reli- 
gious professors, ignorance of the his- 
tory of criticism, and of the present 
state of sacred literatnre ; ignorance of 
the great principles of Scriptural inter- 
pretation; and as consequent, crude 
conceptions and gross misapplication of 
particular passages, in which doctrine 
is obscured and error promoted, pre- 


cepts abused to the injury of a sanc- - 
tifying influence, and even consolation 
impaired, or rendered little better than 
enthusiasm. Between the two classes 
of the erudite and the uninstructed, 
there lies a large unoccupied space ; 
where an accurate acquaintance with 
the Scriptures and profound investiga- 
tion of them, would be productive of 
the most important results in the intel- 
lectual character and practical improve- 
ment of our national or professional 
Christianity. 

We insist on the deplorable fact that 
the Bible is little understood, and as the 
consequence of this, but little read. 
There are few individuals who have 
studied it for themselves, till they have 
a fair historical and critical acquaint- 
ance with its respective portions, their 
nature and design, and relative import- 
ance —there are few families in which 
anything like exegetical exercises on its 
contents enter into the elementary dis- 
cipline of youth--and very many in- 
stances in which it is never opened, but 
for occasional reference to single texts, 
or for the hurried perusal of a short 
chapter or psalm at the languid close 
of a busy day. One remark on the 
reading of theScriptures in the family,— 
they should be read in course, i. e. as 
it regards books or portions; proceed- 
ing regularly through one or another; so 
as to gaina clear and connected view 
of its history, or a full comprehension 
of its arguments ; and especially, so as 
to catch the spirit of the writer, and 
obtain the benefits he aimed to commu- 
nicate. But tomake this attempt ayail- 
able, there must be that ability to ar- 
range and explain, of the deficiency of 
which we are complaining. And, per- 
haps, in connection with individual and 
family neglect on this subject, we may 
mention the want of biblical elucida- 
tions from the pulpit. The text, its 
connection, and the principal passages 
quoted in the progress of a discourse, 


should be carefully explained ; all the | 


light which the public instructor. pos- 
sesses, should be poured upon the sa- 
cred page; and his studies, and espe- 
cially his pulpit preparations, should be 
influenced by a paramount anxiety on 
this point. 

A defective acquaintance with the 
Scriptures, has been occasioned by se- 
parating the devotional or practical 
utility of their perusal from a literate 
acquaintance with them. The Bible, it 
has been said, is unique as an object of 
study ; it must not be read for infor- 
mation, or as affording more materials 
for mental exercise, as other volumes 
on religious topics may be; but solely 
for its directions on conduct, and ex- 
citements to devotional fervour. Hence 
the study of itis confined to those chiefly 
whose business itis to defend the out- 
works of Christianity. Now not to say 
~ that the capacity of explaining its ob- 
scnrities, reconciling its apparent con- 
tradictions, and defending its authority, 
should be as widely diffused as possible 
in a day, when infidel suggestions are 
insinuated among all classes ; we main- 
tain that its devotional ox, practical 
efficiency will be promoted by those 
pursuits which have often been consi- 
dered as subservient only to inferior 
ends, The more imen are qualified for 
biblical interpretation, the more inter- 
ested they must feel in the regular peru- 
sal of the holy volume; and there is 
scarcely a part of it now neglected as 
obscure, or not evangelical, which will 
not then furnish motives to delightful 
and improving reflection. Intellectual 
efforts will be prompted in the study of 
a volume which is now read without 
effort, by the selection and repetition of 
passages which have become trite be- 
yond the possibility of awakening gene- 
tal interest in the social circle; and 
every effort will be rewarded by the 
increase of the number, and the depth 
of sacred impressions. A more adoring 
sense of the providence of God in his 
church will be cherished; a more dis- 
tinct comprehension of the characters 
of holy writ, by way of caution and en- 
couragement will be obtained; pro- 
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mises and warnings, saved fron the 
abuse of a lax and indiscriminate ap- 
plication, will be more pointedly and 
safely employed; and in proportion as 
the sacred volume is completely studied 
and better understood, the enjoyment 
of its student, in every respect, will in- 
crease. | This may be shown by tracing 
the natural or necessary effect on .the 
mind of every enquiry which can be 
instituted in the study of the Scriptures ; 
for when aman brings to the perusal 
of the will of God, that information 
which enables him to comprehend its 
purport, it must leave a deeper impres- 
sion than could otherwise be the case ; 
the wider is the range for the devotional 
feeling supposed to exist, and the stronger 
the motive which quickens its languor, 
or which is calculated to excite it in all 
the freshness and purity of a novel emo- 
tion. 

It is probable that some of those, 
among whom we are anxious to see the 
study of the Scriptures extend, will op- 
pose to these remarks a prejudice which 
is sometimes connected with depend- 
ence on @Givine influence for all the 
benefits of scriptaral information. Not 
only is a divine influence on the part of 
the sacred penmen pleaded for, as plac- 
ing their compositions beyond the sphere 
of critical investigation ; but it is also 
presumed that an influence is inyparted 
to the devout reader, which renders un- 
necessary any proccss of mental-im- 
provement, or literary acquirement on 
his part. We anxiously caution thé 
student of the inspired pages against 
the danger to which he is exposed, of 
treating the subjects of diyine reyela- 
tion as merely affording occasion for his 
ingenuity and research. We would 
prompt his ingenuity and animate him 
to deeper and deeper research, but we 
warn him against having at last ‘the 
subjects of his enquiry, as if discovery 
had rewarded his diligence with the 
usual recompence of literary ardour; 
these subjects, as ascertained by him, 
are to promote his humility and faith ; 
and the Truth, sacred and immutable 
trath, to the full radiance of which he 


| has urged his laborious way, should awe 
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all his powers into more than the re- 
verence of common minds. All his at- 
tainments should make his reflections 
turn with overwhelming force on his 
own character and probable destiny, as 
a sinner privileged to consult the re- 
cords of immortality. We know of no 
diyine influence which is the privilege 
of ignorance and indolence, and though 
we do not speak of this influence in 
general as the reward of literary re- 
search, yet placing it in sole connection 
with devotion, and supposing that de- 
votion prompts to study, we believe 
that the Christian who is ardent in the 
subserviency of literature to scriptural 
knowledge, may have a larger measure 
of it than others. We place the moral 
disposition involved in the stady at the 
foundation of our reasoning, and ad- 
vancing on this maintain, that while 
our improvement is ascribed to divine 
influence, it will always be in propor- 
tion to the moral disposition, and the 
biblical information conjoined. There 
may be instances in which the disposi- 
tion being strong, without information, 
appears to create a fund of enjoyment ; 
but in those cases, in which the com- 
parison makes it appear, that the mere 
fervour of feeling in the absence of 
knowledge has been productive of greater 
devotion, than in other cases where the 
unjon exists} we imagine that it is a 
merely natural fervour essentially dis- 
tinct from divine influence, so that there 
may be as much devotion, or spiritual 
feeling in the calm student, as in the 
man excited into contempt of his studies 
and tranquillity. This is frequently ca- 
pable of the most direct evidence from 
the details of the experience of the un- 
instructed man, since enquiry shows his 
gross misapprehension of particular pas- 
sages, when perhaps his greatest ex- 
citeiments are combined with his greatest 
errors, and when to insist on his case 
in connection with divine influence, as 
an objection to the utility of biblical 
study, would be to involve the doctrine 
of this influence in the odium of con- 
tradiction and absurdity. 


«The persons (Mr. C. observes) who 
refase to subject the Bible to the same pro- 
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cess of interpretation as that which applies 
to human compositions, do not pretend to 
lay'down any other principles, by the aid of 
which its meaning can be ascertained, and 
by which those perversions of its sense 
which may result from a heated imagina- 
tion, or an exuberant fancy, can be effec- 
tually guarded against. The consequence 
is, that instead of speaking with precision 
and certainty, that volume which is the gift 
of inspired wisdom, the rale of all faith, 
and the ground of all hope is made to meaa 
anything or nothing, according to the caprice 
of those who claim the privilege to discover 
its meaning, independent of all human 
aid.” p. 201. 


In anticipating theimprovement which 
will follow a more diligent and general 
study of the Scriptures, we attach the 
greatest importance to its influence on 
the distinctive opinions or creeds of re- 
ligivuus bodies. The Christian church 
has been too long divided into sects, 
marshalled under the authority of re- 
spective systems of divinity, and com- 
mentaries. And we think it might be 
shown that many of our popular expo- 
sitions have been eminently sectarian, 
i.e. they have not only had their re- 
spective differences of opinion, but have 
been devoted to the design of erecting 
these differences into a standard of 
public faith, or failing this, to consoli- 
date the minor opinions and_ prejudices 
of a feeble party. The consequence has 
been the neglect of independent enquiry 
into the will of God, till at length it 
would seem that the recorded charac- 
teristic of the Bereans was_a pagan 
vice, rather than .a Christian virtue. 
The design in many instances to perpe- 
tuate denominational distinctions is a 
questionable one, but whatever be the 
dread of latitudinarianism, the prospect 
of the cessation of party strife, ere the 
progress of truth must be gratifying to 
every one. We rejoice in the hope of 
a period when, by the abandonment of 
logomachies, and the loss of metaphysi- 
cal subtleties in the simplicity of scrip- 
tural represeutations, the greater pro- 
portion of our controversies will pass 
into that Lethean gulph into which 
many of the ancient heresies, and the 
abortions of schoolmen have long. since 
sunk, The preparation for this period 
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does not consist only in amiable and 
glowing inculcations of charity by a 
Mason ora Hall, but chiefly in the ex- 
tension of a diligent study of the Bible. 
With the increase of facilities for this, 
there will be a profound deference to 
the authority of holy writ; prejudice 
will decline ; ignorance, which has led 
to the occupation of untenable posi- 
tions, and furnished prejudiced and in- 
flamed passions for their support, will 
be destroyed-; when the truth of the 
gospel, in the simplicity and unity of 
its discoveries, will disperse those mists, 
in which the reality and proportion of 
the objects of visiou have long been dis- 
guised. 

We expect in some quarters little 
sympathy, either with our regrets, or 
our anticipations. We are prepared, 
however, to maintain our dissatisfaction 
with the measure of regard paid to the 
Bible, and our confidence in the con- 
nection of the future triumphs of Chris- 
tianity with its improved and general 
study. Indeed, this seems an instru- 
mentality for the attainment of the end 
to which our religious efforts are di- 
rected, as necessary as it is powerful; 
and if public attention to it, be not 
speedily roused through the pulpit and 
the press, we shaJl participate more 
- than we have ever yet done, in the de- 
spondency, at least, of certain seers of 
modern times. In preaching let not 
the simple beauty and the practical im- 
port of a sacred text he neglected for 
the discussion of doctrinal subtleties, 
into which the peculiarities of some sys- 
‘tem are introduced to the loss of all 
serious impressions, as much as to the 
destruction ofall unityof design. Through 
the press, let works be multiplied cal- 
culated to assist in the pursuit of bib- 
lical information, our youth, our junior 
ministry, and the enquiring of all classes. 
In addition to these general suggestions 
it may be seriously enquired, whether 
something cannot be added to the machi- 
* nery of our institutions bearing on this 
point? Itisa humiliating anda cautionary 
fact, that the general suggestions of men 
of talent and piety have failed to remedy 
the evil of which we complain. The 
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period, for instance, which has elapsed 
since Dr. Campbell urged to the sys- 
tematic study of the sacred volume in 
place of profound deference to human 
authority, has been distinguished by 
almost as much indolence and mental 
succumbency in religion, as if his re- 
monstrances and directions had never 
been uttered. We havenow ourliferary 
and scientific institutes, and why should 
not the friends of the Bible put in their 
claim to public regard, and amass and 
arrange the rich materials which are 
widely floating abroad, for a systematic 
and efficient establishment of biblical 
learning? Mr.C. has preceded us in 
this suggestion. He proposes the for- 
mation of a ‘‘ Biblical Institute,” to em- 
brace lectures, classes for the study of 
Hebrew and Greek, and a library for 
reference and circulation. We are not 
convinced that his plan is sufficiently 
matured for adoption, and it is obvious 
that the establishment of any society in 
the form of a Biblical Institute, should 
proceed on the principle of extensive 
co-operation with the whole Christian 
church, and be distinguished by caution 
and laborious preparation in all its de- 
tails. In dwelling on Mr. C.’s sugges- 
tion, we see many objections to societies 
which could in any way admit of com- 
parison with Mechanic’s Institutes. We 
should fear for their becoming secular, 
possessing a purely literary character, 
and prompting an unhallowed specula- 
tion in this department of learning. We 
wish to make Christians students in the 
literature of the Bible, without urging 
to mere curiosity by turning the stream 
of unsanctified philology and talented 
arrogance in this direction. We feel a 
difficulty in making such societies as 
are proposed, decidedly religious; and 
we dread some of the consequences 
which would result from their, extra 
ecclesiastical character. ‘hough we ob- 
ject to the universal application of the 
poet’s dictum, ‘a little learning is a 
dangerous thing,” yet from its nature, 
and the situation which*multitudes oe- 
cupy on the borders of the gulph of 
infidelity, we think that a small portion 
of biblical information, particularly re. 
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quires the security of Christian ,humi- 
lity. And we should regret, though we 
might emulate. their profound acquire- 
rents, to see among us the counterpart 
of some continental scholars, trifling 
with the fundamental doctrines, and 
violating the plainest, precepts. of the 
volume, in the critical investigation of 
which they might display the profoundest 
learning and acumen. For ourselves 
we confess, we can, see safety,: only in 
oneof these two methods, to: place: bib- 
lical societies in close connection with 
our churches, and as much as possible 
under the influence of men of reputa- 
tion, who are pledged to the mainte- 
nance of deep devoted piety, or to di- 
rect our energies to the establishment 
of an institution which might take a 
literary character of the highest order, 
and exert a metropolitan and national 
influence. This is to be contemplated 
as combining the energy, acquirements, 
and piety of all our denominations, at 
least those which are now capable of 
lniting in our Bible and Missionary So- 
cieties ; aud in addition to popular classes 
the most profound and recondite re- 
search, improving among the learned 
biblical study to the greatest possible 
extent, and diffusing its advantages 
_ throughout the kingdom. 
“We have left ourseives little space 
for remarks on Mr. C.’s volume. His 
lectures are called “popular,” as in- 
tended for the uwwlearned Christian.’ But 
we think he has adopted a plan incon- 
sistent with exclusive appeals to. the 
“unlearned; and which, establishing an 
incompatibility between his topics and 
the capacities of the persons for whom 
he professes to write, renders his vo- 
lume not sufficiently popular. His lec- 
tures are in two series. The first con- 
tains five lectures on biblical criticism. 
Those relating to the text of the Bible, 
comprise a view of its present state, its 
corruption and its correction, with ex- 
planations to the unlearned! of various 
readings, with discussions on their value 
‘or relation to the ‘integrity of ‘the text. 
These five lecttires, we think might with 
advantage have been compressed into 
one introdictory lecture. The nature 
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of the subject precludes the possibility 
of both a protracted and profitable dis- 
cussion of it, for the class of readers 
selected by the author, Hence, in ate 
tempting to render it intelligible, he 
has evaded many points, to which he 
has brought his reader, prompting a cu- 
riosity which it was-inconsistent with 
his plan to, gratify, and turning from 
the point by a reference of the unlearn- 
ed to the literature inaccessible to them. 
The second series, containing tweive 
lectures on biblical interpretation, is by 
far the most valuable part of the volume. 
The success. with which Mr. C. has 
shown how the principles of interpret- 
ing other works may be safely applied 
to the Bible, entitles his volume to the 
patronage of the public, and will make 
it we trust, subservient to that improved 
study of the Scriptures which we are 
anxious to promote. 

There is one view of literary labours 
for the multitude, which we have often 
entertained, and with the brief expla- 
nation-of which we shall conclude this 
article. The attempts which are now 
making in every department of learning 
and science for popular education, re- 
quire the presidency of the best in- 
structed and most watchful minds. In 
the accommodation of subjects which 
were once barred against the multitude 
by a fence of technicalities, and by 
every treatise presuming on the preli« 
minary instruction of schools and col« 
leges ; ‘there is a temptation of amusing 
instead of improving. In rendering a 
certain branch of learning or science 
popular, there is not only an attempt 
to simplify, but to evade such things as 
are difficult of comprehension to the 
tyro, who expects a royal road laid 
open to the eminence of fame. There - 
are obviously seme subjects which are 
incapable of being made popular to the 
extent to which others may be, and with 
regard to which technicalities cannot 
be dispensed with. Latin and Greek 
are indispensable, and the most un- 
wearied application to study; solitary 
musings beneath the waning of the mid- 
night lamp, absolutely necessary - to 
knowledge. If a man deliver popular 
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lectures on these subjects, or publish 
popular introductions, he amuses with- 
out informing, and merely talks “ about 
it, and about it,” without disciplining 
his. gaping auditory in the real advance 
of mind. The most which can be done 
in such cases is to afford the elemen- 
tary instruction of schools and colleges 
to those who cannot enter them, but 
the elementary instruction must be es- 
sentially the same. Otherwise the dis- 
play of the lecturer’s own learning, and 
his benevolent condescension to the ca- 
pacity and ignorance of his hearers will 
prove little better than empiricism, on 
this principle we question the propriety 
of lecturing at length to ‘the unlearn- 
ed,” on the Hebrew and Greek texts of 
the Scriptures, their corruption and 
their various readings, their manuscripts 
and versions, unless as opening the 
course for them, and stimulating them 
to the pursuit of learning for themselves. 
The great object of accommodating 
learning and science to the unlearned, 
must be to afford them facilities for 
learning. 


Notions of the Americans. By a Travel- 
ling Bachelor. 2 vols. 8vo. Colburn. 


Travels in North America. 
Hau. 3 vols. 8vo. 
Marshall. 


AmoneG the numerous publications as- 
piring to supply that great desideratum 
in English literature, an ample and ade- 
quate view of the United States of 
America, the works above mentioned 
are of very high pretension. The first 
of these has been longest in circulation: 
it contains (though not avowedly) the 
Notions of an American, and of one 
most intelligent and competent to the 
arduous task. These ‘¢ Notions” cer- 
tainly convey the idea that the Ameri- 
cans entertain views of that great and 
growing republic, which to European 
monarchies appear anything but modest. 
In fact, there are no bounds to their 
imaginings of what that power may 
ultimately become, whichis so gigantic 
in its infancy. Entertaining these “‘ no- 
tions,” there appears much indeed to 
commend, and little, if anything to cen- 
sure, in all the institutions, sacred or 
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civil, which distinguish their land of 
liberty and equality. 

On the other hand, Captain Hall ap- 
pears, with all his intelligence as a tra- 
veller, and all the charms and fascina- 
tions of his style as a writer, at least 
equally solicitous to reconcile Britons 
to their old established forms in church 
and state. He seems, indeed, anxious 
to supply an antidote to what he may 
deem the morbid and pernicious influ- 
ence of the ‘‘ Notions.” Both in Ame- 
rica and in England, it will be very 
useful to read these interesting and 
invaluable productions together ; they 
will serve to digest each other. 

The American, however, appears far 
most competent to give us just concep- 
tions of the state and progress of reli- 
gion in that vast country, where esta- 
blishments are unknown, and where it 
has been deemed the wisest policy of 


| the magistrate to let alone the concerns 


of that kingdom which is ‘ not of this 
world.” Upon this subject, the most 
egregious and unaccountable errors are 
entertained in England. Some writers 
would fain persuade us, that for want of 
an establishment, like the episcopalian 
of England, or the presbyterian of 
Scotiand, a large proportion of the Ame- 
rican population is positively retrograd- 
ing into infidelity, if not into heathen- 
ism. It is a great consolation to be 
assured, that neither our migrating 
countrymen, who are seeking settle- 
ments in the unoccupied territory, nor 
the natives of those half-cultivated re- 
gions, are in danger of learning a reli- 
gion from the Indians. On the con- 
trary, there are innumerable evidences 
that the Gospel, independently of fall 
human legislation, is in its own nature 
adapted to move on with the progress of 
civilization. Christianity is borne along 
with the tide of population, let it flow 
where it may, and with much more 
certain efficacy than if it were enacted 
that a steeple should invariably form 
the centre, around which man must 
construct his habitations. Another fact 
also is highly gratifying, viz. that the 
subdivisions of Christians into sects and 
parties, where all are left upon an 
equality, and no one elevated as the 
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dominant and endowed sect, is so far 
from being productive of evil, that the 
result is almost invariably beneficial. 

To the readers and supporters of the 
Baptist Magazine, and to the members 
of the Baptist denomination, it will be 
most pleasing to learn, that such results 
are realized in America as we are ac- 
customed to think would uniformly be 
realized in the free, fair, and unfettered 
conflict of opinion. In our constant 
appeals to the book of truth, the New 
Testament alone, we express the fond- 
est hopes that this characteristic rite of 
our denomination will be more univer- 
sally practised, in proportionas men are 
freed from those powerful inducements 
to perpetuate error and prejudice which 
prevail in this country. And what is 
the actual state of the case in the Unit- 
ed States? Why it really appears that 
the Baptists are decidedly the most nu- 
merous body of Christians! 

The following are extracts from the 
fourteenth letter in the second volume 
of the “ Notions,” on the subject of 
religion, After stating that there is no 
Establishment, and consequently that 
“the clergy, and all that pertains to 
religion, are supported by voluntary 
contributions, endowments that have 
been made by devises, gifts, and other 
private means, he proceeds thus :— 


«he first point to be considered is the 
number and the nature of the sects. If the 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists, be- 
tween whom there exist mere shades of dif- 
ference in discipline and opinion, shall be 
oonsidered as forming one sect, they are 
certainly the most numerous, It is com- 
puted that they possess near three thousand 
congregations. The Baptists are known to 
have more than two thousand. Perhaps 
the Methodists rank next.do number. \ The 
Protestant episcopal church is greatly on 
the incroase. IT tind by the Heclesiastical 
Register, that it contains ten bishops, and 
three hundred and ninety-four clergymen, 
Most of the latter are settled, antl many 
have two or three congregations under their 
charge, There are a good many Friends 
(Quakers) in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and New York. The Raman Catholics are 
the most numerous in Maryland and Louisi« 
ana. The Floridas must also contain some 
Catholios. Many of the Lrish who come to 


Review.— Works on America. 


this country, and who are settled in the more 

northern States, are also Catholics ; but in- 

cluding all, I should not think they rank 

higher in point of numbers than the sixth or 

seventh sect, after allowing for all the sub- , 
divisions among the Protestants themselves. 

There are some Lutherans and Moravians, 

and a great variety of less numerous or local: 

sects.” 


t 


Before proceeding with the interest- 
ing and important extracts which may 
be made from this part of the work, it 
may be remarked, in reference to the 
above comparative view of the different 
sects, that ‘the shades of difference in 
discipline and opinion” between Pres- 
byterians and Congregationalists, are, 
both in England and America, quite 
sufficient to prevent their being consi- 
dered “as forming one sect.” There is 
as much reason for considering them as 
divided into two in America.as there is 
in England, and in London we know 
that they form two of the three deno- 
minations of dissenters recognized by 
the Legislature, viz. Presbyterians, In- 
dependents, and Baptists. If this divi- 
sion had been madé, the enlightened 
author of ‘Notions of the Americans” 
would have found it necessary to place 
the Baptists first in his view of the 
Christian sects. 

But besides this, since the publica- 
tion of that work there has beeu laid 
before the public a statement relative 
to the Baptist denomination, emanating 
from a much more competent authority 
than even the author of the “ Notions,” 
giving a materially different account of 
the Baptist churches. From this mi- 
nute, and as it may be presumed toler- 
ably accurate table, it appears that 
“the Baptists are known to have” not 
merely ‘ more than two thousand 
churches,” but that they have a far — 
greater number than the Presbyterians 
and Congregationalists united, accord- 
ing to this author; for he says, ‘ If is 
computed that they possess near three 
thousand congregations.” The table 
referred to includes the churches in the 
British provinces, and gives a general’ 
total of 212 Associations, containing 
4,056 churches. If, from this number, 


‘ 
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we subtract the 72 churches in British ; Memoir of Mrs. A. H. Judson, with a 


America, there will appear to be nearly 
four thousand Baptist churches in the 
United States; viz. 3,974! These 
churches, too, are so much on the in- 
crease, that about 10,000 members were 
added to them in one year, and about 
200 new churches had been formed. 
But as the writer of the ‘ Notions” 
proceeds to say— 


“The most important point that is proved 
by the condition of this country, is the fact 
that religion can and does exist, as well 
without as with the aid of Government. The 
experiment has been tried here for two cen- 
turies, and it is completely successful. So 
far from competition weakening, it increases 
its influence, by keeping zeal alive. You 
may be inclined to askif such a rivalry does 
not lead to strife and il) blood? Just the 
contrary. Each party kuows that he is to 
gain or to lose influence, precisely as he ma- 
nifests the practice of the doctrine he 
teaches ; and’ that I apprehend so far as 
Christianity is concerned, is charity and for- 
bearance.” 


“Tt is trae, one does not see so many 
churches in a given number of square miles 
in America, as in a given number of square 
miles in France or England; nor are there 
as many people to use them. In order to 
institute a fair comparison, all things_must 
be considered. In the first place, I am of 
opinion that the Americans have more places 
of worship than twelve millions of people in 
avy other country of the globe; and if the 
peculiar condition of the new States be con- 
sidered, I believe they have, in point of 
moral truth, twice as many.” 


Much more is to be found in this Let- 
ter, illustrative of ‘‘ Religion in a new 
settlement—the progress of the sects in 
a parish—reserve of land for the sup- 
port of religion—building of a church,” 
&ce. with some striking and important 


History of the American Baptist Mis- 
sion in Burmah. 


On the first appearance of this most in- 
teresting work, we expressed our con- 
viction that it would have an extensive 
circulation, but the event has far ex- 
ceeded our anticipations. Scarcely six 
months have elapsed since its publica- 
tion, and we understand that no less 
than ten thousand copies have been sold, 
and new editions are called for both 
in America and in this country. Such 
an unusually extensive and rapid de- 
mand renders it wholly superfluous to 
add another word of recommendation. 
Greatly shall we rejoice in learning that 
the perusal has been honoured te infuse, 
into many a Christian heart, an increas- 
ed portion of that zeal and devoteduess 
‘to the work of God, which were so 
conspicuous in the lamented friend it 
describes. 


The Olive Branch. Edinburgh. 
lished by H. S. Baynes. 


Tuts elegant little volume is embellish- 
ed with an appropriate vignette, and a 
finely-executed likeness of ‘* Robert 
Gordon, D.D.”’ to whom it is dedicated. 

The pieces it contains are chiefly the 
productions of our friends to the north 
of the Tweed, and are pious, sensible, 
and eminently calculated both to gratify 
and instruct. 

We have no doubt but that the wish 
| of the editor will be attained, aud that 
the ‘* Olive Branch” will be permanently 
included in our list of useful Annuals. - 

Nothing shall be wanting on our part 
, to give so unexceptionable a miscellany 
| publicity. We cannot, however, refrain 


Pub- 


remarks to illustrate the uselessness of from observing, that so fine a set of 


an Establishment, either for the purpose 
of maintaining truth or extending Chris- 
tianity, 


‘jewels merits, in our estimation, not a 
more gaudy, but a more neatly-finished 
casket. 


26 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


1. Affection’s Offering; a Book for all 
Seasons: but especially designed as a Christ- 
mas and New Year's Gift, or  Birth-day 
Present. 


This is a neat little volume, vontaining 
contributions from several popular Authors, 
distinguished for their piety and_ talents, 
and is calculated to amuse and instract the 
rising generation. 


The design of the Editors in promoting 
a laudable emulation among the British 
youth of both sexes, by assigning prizes for 
the exertion of their intellectual powers is 
good, and deserving of encouragement ; we 
therefore cordially recowmend this little 
elegant production as a very suitable Christ- 
mas present, 


2. Just published, adorned with a fine por- 
trait of Professor Carey, and continued 
monthly at Cardigan, No.37 of “ Greal y 
Bedyddwyr,” (The Welsh Baptist Magazine ) 
which is the organ of the Denomination 
amongst the Welsh Baptists. Edited by 
Joshua W. Thomas. 


‘The above. Publication is sent free of car- 
riage to all the agents in the Principality ; 
and. those Welsh Baptists, and their ad- 
herents, that reside in different parts of 
England, may obtain it, on application, 
through the medium of the publishers of the 
EnglisS Baptist Magazine. 


N.B. The whole’ profits accruing from 
the sale of the Work are given to aged and 
necessitous Baptist ministezs. 


3. The Juvenile Forget Me Not ; a Christ- 
mas and New Year’s Gift, or Birth-day 
Present for 1829. 


% 

The Work is beautifully illustrated, and 
contains contributions front many distin- 
guished Authors, particularly those who 
have. written most successfully for the 


young. ' 


4. A Funeral Discourse, with a brief 
Memoir of the late Mrs. Wilson of Denmark 
Hill, widow of the late Captain Wilson of 
the Duff. By the Rev. George Clayton. 


5. A Grammar of the Egyptian Lan- 
guaye, by the Rev. H. Tattam; with a Dic- 
tionary of the Ancient Egyptian Language, 
by the late Dr. Young, in one vol. Svo. 


6. A Lecture on the Lord’s Prayer. By 
an Under Graduate, 2s. 


7. Astronomy 3+ or the Solar Sysiem ex- 


plained on Mechanical Principles, and the 


Laws which govern the Distances, the Orbital 
and Diurnal Motions, and the Inclinations 
of the Planets clearly demonstrated, with the 
Law of Light, and anew Theory of Tides, 
Comets, &c. Demy 8vo0. with Sixteen Cop- 
per Plaies,. 8s. boards. 


8. A Collection of Hymns adapted to Con~ 
gregational Worship. By William Unwick, 
Dublin.. 


9. Good’s Forty-five Lectures on our 
Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, 


10. The Cabinet Lawyer ; including the 
Statutes of the 10 Geo. IV. and legal De- 
cisions to the close of the Summer Assizes, 
presenting in uw popular and comprehensive 
form, a complete Digest of the Civil, Crimi- 
nal, and Constitutional Law of England as 
now administered, 


In the Press. 


A second edition, 2 vols. 8vo. of ‘* Essays 
on the Principles of Morality, and on the 
Private and Political Rights and Obligations 
of Mankind.’ By Jonathan Dymond. 


Samuel Drew, Editor of the Imperial 
Magazine, begs leave to announce. that, as 
the Copy-right of his «‘ Original Essay on 
the Immateriality and Immortality of the 
Human Soul,” which has passed through 
many editions in England and America, will 
revert to him in the course of the ensuing 
year—he is revising this work, preparatory 
to its republication on his own account. 


The beginning of January will be pub- 
lished, A. Defence of the Serampore Mah- 
ratta Version of the New Testament, in 
reply to the Animadversions of an Anony- 
mous Writer in the Asiatic Jourual for 
September 1829; in which the gross mis- 
representations of that writer are fully ex- 
posed, and the accuracy of the Serampore 
Version satisfactorily established. By Wil- 
liam Greenfield. 


“On the first of February will be publish- 
ed, Memorials of Practical Piety, as exem- 
plified in the lives of Miss Marianne 
Bewzeville and Mrs. Bridget Byles. By 
their sister Esther Copley, author of “ Cot- 
tage Comforts,” etc. 
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OBITUARY. 


MR. MILLARD. 

The subject of ‘these lines was one of 
a numerous family, the cares and sup- 
port of which entailed on his parents, 
particularly the mother, such anxieties 
for theiremporal support, that religion 
formed but a small pact of the instruc- 
tion given them. i 

Mr. John Millard was for a period of 
fifty-four years an honourable member 
of the Baptist Church at Reading, forty- 
five of which-he sustained the office of 
a deacon, in which he was useful and 
active. He joined the church) during 
the early part of Mr. Thomas Davis’s, 

~ ministry, and at a period when tliat 
good man’s labours excited uncommon 
attention’ in the town and neighbour- 
hood. ; 

Mr. Millard when quite young, was 
impressed with serious consideration of 
the value of the soul and of its ultimate 
destination ; he read the Word of God, 
and pondered overits momentous truths. 
Still he remained unacquainted. with 
salvation through the blood of Christ, 
Often has the writer of these lines heard 
him remark how attentive he was to 
the outward forms of religion, by a re- 
gular attendance at his parish church, 
and a becoming demeanour in his de- 
votional engagements. These outward 
excellencies gained for him the respect 
and notice of the clergyman, and par- 
ticularly of a highly respectable fainily 
residing in the neighbourhood: and it 
is more than probable, might have been 
the means of his worldly prosperity, had 

’ not he been one of those whom his di- 
vine Lord had determined to bring to 
Zion. Feeling that these externals in 

’ “religion were only the body without the 

soul, his mind was seeking for that hea- 
venly food of which whosoever tasteth 
he shall never die: and becoming ac- 
quainted with a serious individual who 
attended the ministry of that amiable 
and excellent man, the Rev. Mr. Tal- 
bot, Mr. Millard was invited to hear 
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him. He did so, snd found peace and 
pardon to his soul. ‘I was hearing, 
(said he) one of Mr. Talbot’s discourses 
on the Law, its requirements ; and the 
Gospel, its blessings and privileges : 
when he gently paused, and laying his 
hand on his breast, and giving an inter- 
esting smile, looked around on the assem- 
bled multitude, and enquired, “what says 
the law ; do and live : what says the gos- 
pel; live and do.” These words flashed 
light and joy into his soul. There he saw 
that the gospel imparted those holy prin- 
ciples and powerful affections to the soul 
which produce righteousness of conduct. 
The gospel taught him the imperfection 
and emptiness of his own previous cob- 
web righteousness : that it was “(as dross 
and dung to the excellencies of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lerd.” 
Removing to London he heard many 
eminent servants of Christ in that day. 
The labours of Mr. Toplady were truly 
blessed to Mr. Millard’s soul, in en- 
lightening, establishing, and building 
him up in heavenly knowledge. After 
the lapse of about three years he re- 
turned to Reading, and having had his 
mind led to consider the nature and 
order of a Gospel church, and examin- 
ing the Word of God thereon, he saw 
it his duty to avow himself a candidate 
for believers’ baptism, and was baptized 
and ‘received into the church at Read- 
ing, about the year 1773. From this 
period up to his decease, he felt a strong 
and lively interest in the happiness and 
prosperity of that part of his Lord’s - 
vineyard. Many personal and relative 
trials he was visited with during the 
ensuing years. On his launching into 
the cares and business of life, affliction 
overtook him ; himself just young in the 
matrimonial state wes seized with an 
alarming fever, and then his wife; they 
lay in their chamber expecting every 
hour to put a period to their earthly 
sufferings; but, as regards himself, God 
was pleased to spare him yet many 
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years for usefulness in his church. To 
pass over many succeeding years of anx- 
ious solicitude in his personal concerns, 
he found the gracious realization, and 
that promise, “that as thy day thy 
strength shall be.” 

In filling up his place at public wor- 
ship, so becoming in members of Chris- 
tian churches, scarcely was his place 
ever vacant, except when labouring to 
do good, he was offering some pious 
reflection to any neighbouring congre- 
gation. And without presumption it 
may be truly said, in taking part in the 
affairs of the Baptist Church at Reading, 
her spirituals and her temporals lay 
near his heart. And so far as his abi- 
lities enabled him, he co-operated in 
every measure for her welfare: in a 
word, this Christian community drew 
largely on his affection, his zeal, his 
talents, and his time. 

. He witnessed her ebbings and flow- 
ing, with anxious solicitude ; his prayers, 
his sighs, and his tears, have borne wit- 
ness to it. For many years it fell to 
his lot to read the hymns at public wor- 
ship, and the ardency of his mind, aud 
the devotion of his soul was frequently 
raised to a high degree by exalted com- 
positions of the illustrious. Watts. To 
hear him announce the following lines— 


“Oh the delight, the heavenly joys, 
The glories of the place ; 

Where Jesus sheds the brightest beams, 
Of his o’erflowing grace.” 


And the following :— 


‘« T love the windows of thy grace, 
Through which my Lord is seen ; 

“And long to meet my Saviour’s face 
Without a-glass between.” 


has excited delight in the minds of many, 
while joining with him in those sacred 
and elevating services. 

It is time, however, to draw to the 
closing scene of his life. Early in the 
year 1827, he was seized with a serious 
inflammatory attack, which’ to. those 
around was thought to be the announce- 
ment of his dissolution, and he felt him- 
self the probability that such would be 
the issue. To a friend or two on visit- 


Obituary. 


ing him, he expressed the ‘holy tran- 
quillity of his soul in the prospect of 
eternity, saying— . 


«There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
~ And pleasures banish pain.” 


And— 


*¢ On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye, i 

To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 


Filled with delight my raptured sonl 
Would here no longer stay, 

Tho’ Jordan’s waves around me roll, 
Fearless I’d launch away.” 


Meditating on the 17th chapter of 
John’s Gospel, his soul seemed imbued 
with those words in the 24th verse ; 
“Father I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where 
Zam, that they may behold my glory.” 
To a young person who stood at his 
bedside, he expressed the support and 
consolation religion had for a long se- 
ries of years afforded him. And now, 
when apparently on his dying bed, when 
the world and all its shadowy scenes 
were receding, and totally unable to 
yield him satisfaction and support, he 
found the hopes and prospects of divine 
truth opened to his view, which filled 
his mind with heavenly joy. Of the 
gospel he could say :— 


«Tis this that bears my spirits up, 
A faithful and unchanging God, 
Lays the foundation for my hope 
In oaths, and promises, and blood.” 


On being visited by Mr. Allom of 
Missenden, he exultingly said, ‘‘ Oh, my 
dear Sir, I would not part with the 
comforts and joys of religion for all 
the world can give. What would all 
the pleasures of sense yield-me now ? 
What solid comfort can this world’s 
fleeting joys afford to a dying man? 
But the gospel carries us beyond the 
boundaries of time ;” and then repeating - 
various parts of the above quoted chap- 
ter, mentioned the 24th verse as the 
basis of an impreyement of his death. 


Intelligence. — Foreign. . 


To other friends of his family, who 
kindly came to see him, he expressed 
his dying testimony to the grace and 
love of his Redeemer, in thus preserv- 
ing him, and now enabling him to finish 
his course with joy. In this happy frame 
he continued for some weeks till the 
force of the disease was abated, and he 
was raised up to spend a few more 
months in this vale of tears, saying, 
“All the days of my appointed time 
will I wait till my change come.” And 
thus did he calmly and serenely wait, 
till the heavenly messenger came to 
translate him to the skies. Fora few 
weeks previous to his death, it was evi- 
dent nature was sinking under infirm- 
ities: he complained of great debility 
and unusual languor, and considerable 
depression of spirits, after saying to his 
family, “Oh, when will it be over; 
when will the poor tabernacle be finally 
taken down, when will the thread of 
life be cut?” And frequently, pious 
ejaculations for grace, patience, and 
resiguation to all his heavenly Father’s 
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will, were -heard by-those around. To 
his chamber and his bed he was once 
more confined, for about ten days prior 
to his quitting this mortal to put on im- 
mortality. In this his last sickness, he 
spoke but little. On his son entering 
his chamber to enquire how he had 
rested the previous night, he with con- 
siderable emotion and eagerness grasped 
his hand, and said, ‘‘ Oh, my son, I see, 
I see;” and then faultered. But his 
eyes were expressively uplifted, and his 
son gently replied, “ What, my father, 
do you see?” He whispered, but what 
he expressed could not be understood. 
His daughter-in-law said to him, “Sec 
the kind angels at the gate :’’ he feebly 
replied, “ Yes, yes.” He breathed his 
last at about nine in the morning of 
Friday, August 8, 1828. 

Oh, may they who now survive, even 
at the eleventh hour, be led to seek for 
pardon ard life, through the blood of 
the Lamb ; and may his children be en- 
abled to copy him, wherein he was 
enabled to copy his divine Lord. 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AMERICA. 


(@ Taken from the New York Observer for 
‘ Sept. last.) 


_ The Catholic Church.—Who would have 
believed it? What would the Pilgrims 
have done, if they could have looked into 
the futurity of two cepturies? The Roman 
Catholic church, in New England, with its 
houses of worship surmounted by the cross, 
its hours of mass announced by the pealing 
“bell, its bishop, and its nannery ! 

Who would have believed it? What 
would the Monks of the fifteenth century 
have said could they have foreseen a Sunday 
school, where Catholic children. were taught 
to read the Bible, and a weekly journal de- 


voted to the vindication of Catholic princi- 
ples ? 

Strange to tell, all these wonders have 
come to pass. Here, in the capital of Pas 
ritanic New fngland, all these may be 
found. We lifted our eyes in amazement, 
when a few weeks ago we met with a little 
paper, called ‘* The Catholic Press,” pub- 
lished in Hartford, and mueb did we marvel, 
to learn that in Connecticut, the very citadel 
of stern Protestantism such a thing should 
have dared to show itself. But with greater 
astonishment did we contemplate the title of 
a full quarto sheet, which fell into our hands 
last evening. ‘The Jesuit!” printed in 
this good city of Boston, and to be issued 
weekly. What the friends of Rome or their 
indefatigable bishop expects to accomplish, 
we know not, and have not sufficiently re- 
covered from our surprise to form any spe- . 
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culation on the subject, so that we can 
only notify our readers of the fact, that, 
they may be preparing for whatever shall 
follow. 

Seriously, however, it is evident, that-the 
Romish church is making great exertions 
to extend its influence through this country, 
and it may soon become a question of some 
importance, whether the divisions and strug- 
gles of the various sects of Protestants do 
not afford to the Papal See facilities for the 
éxecution of its purposes, by which, if it 


be faithful to the character it has ever | 


borne, it will not be slow to profit.—Chris- 
tian Register. 


DOMESTIC. 


Recent Deaths. 


On Friday the 27th of Nov. Mr. Henry 
Teape.of Tower Hill, in the 65th year of 
his age. 

On the 12th of December, suddenly, the 
Rey.Isaac Taylor of Ongar, the father of 
the well-known family whose pens have con- 
tributed so largely to promote the best in- 
terests of the rising generation. 

On Tuesday, December 15, at his house 
in Stoke Newington Road, the Rev. C. T. 
Mileham, aged 48. We hope to be favoured 
with a more particular account of our la- 
mented brother hereafter. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 16th, the Rev. W. 
Cuttriss of Ridgmount. 


SLAVERY. 


Mr. Editor, 

By allowing the following a place in your 
Miscellany, it is thought that, you will be 
promoting the circulation of intelligence 
that will gratify every well-wisher to his 
country and tu his species, and stir up, per- 
haps, the heads of christian families and 
others to seek more decidedly the present 
comfort and future. welfare of our, fellow- 
subjects in slavery. 

“A National Registry has been opened 
at No.10, Talbot Court, Gracechurch Street, 
for encouraging abstinence from the produce 
of slave labour.” This step has been taken 
for the purpose of ascertaining the number 
of persons throughout the country who will 
pledge themselves to any one or more of the 
following resolutions. “1. To abstain from 
slave grown sugar: till slavery shall cease 
throughout the British colonies: Or, 2. Till 
the recommendation of parliament, in 1823, 
shall be carried into full effect: Or, 3. Till 
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the lash shall no longer be permitted to fall 
on. the helpless female slaves, —till our fel- 
low-creatures shall no more be advertised und 
sold, like beasts, in a West India slave mar- 
ket,— and till every neyro mother m_the 
British dominions shull press a freeborn in- 
fant to her bosom.” 

The Registry will be that of numbers 
not of names. It is hoped the plan will be 
adopted in every town and city, yes, and 
every village of the kingdom, till the moral 
influence of the country shall obliterate the 
page from our history, which at present 
tarnishes the records of professedly the 
land and the laws of liberty. It is un- 
derstood that all communications address- 
ed to A. B. as. above, will be imme- 
diately attended to. The registry itself will 
be opened in the present month (December). 
On the Ist February 1830, and at the com- 
mencement of every other month, the num- 
bers registered will be published in such 
newspapers and periodical publications, as 
may be thought best adapted to the cireu- 
lation of the report. 

Yours cordially, 
Aliquis.” 


At a Meeting of Friends to the Abolition 
of Negro Slavery, held in: Leeds, on 
Monday, September 28th, 1829, 


Joun CLaruaM, Esq. in the Chair: 
It was unanimously resolved, 

That slavery is an evil of fearful magni- 
tude, directly opposed to the well-being and 
happiness of man, the law of God, and the 
religion of Christ,— the existence of which, 
especially iu any part of the British domin- 
ions, we, as Christians, do most seriously 
deplore, and the entire extinction of which 
we feel ourselves called upon most stren- 
uously to seek and promote, by all those 
means which the Providence of God, and 
the laws aud constitution of our own favour- 
ed and happy country, have put into our 
power, 

That tons it does appear, that the various 
religious denominations of this country, with 
perhaps one exception, have not yet applied 
themselves to the destruction of this. great 
evil, in that determined manner, and with 
those systematic and energetic measures, 
which the magnitude of the evil itself, and 
of. the powers banded together for its con- 
tinuance, obviously and most imperatively _ 
demands. 7 

That, for the most part, the question of 
Neyro slavery has been approached as a 
political one, and assailed by arguments 
drawn from policy and mere expediency, 
and not opposed with those stronger and 
less equivocal principles and arguments 

* 


‘ 
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which are to be derived from the word of 
God, and tke supreme and immutable laws 
of revealed religion. 

That, too long have we, in common with 
the friends of hamanity around us, wasted 
our time and efforts in vain attempts to 
ameliorate the condition of our fellow-crea- 
tures who are in bondage, with a view to 
their gradual emancipation ;—but deeply 
feeling, that to maintain such a system, un- 
der any modifications whatever, is to oppose 
and counteract the spirit and principles of 
our holy religion, we pledge ourselves hence- 
forth to seek, in every legitimate and prac- 
ticable way, and by our united and strenuous 
exertions, its immediate and entire destruc- 
tion, and to remove from oarselves, and 
from our beloved country, the guilt of fos- 
tering this flagrant injustice, or even per- 
mitting its continuance, for any period, how- 
ever limited, beyond the time that msy be 
absolutely reqnisite to pass the act for its 
complete abolition, and to frame and apply 
those provisional regulations and restraints, 
which shall establish the authority of law 
in the British Colonies. 

That, while we unequivocally maintain 
the right of the slaves to the full participa- 
tion of freedom, without any compensation 
on their parts to the persons who hold them 
in bondage, we have no wish to prejudice 
those claims which the planters may have 
upon the government of our country to a 
fair and equitable indemnification against 
such losses as may be necessarily consequent 
upon the change of system ; and we declare 
our readiness to bear our full proportion of 
the burdens which the legislature, in its 
wisdom, may fiud it requisite to impose, for 
the accomplishment of this great measure. 

That a society be now formed, to consist 
of Protestant dissenting ministers, and the 
members of their respective congregations, 
whose object shall be the immediate and 
total abolition of slavery, and that it be 
called ‘‘ The Yorkshire Protestant Dissen- 


_ters’ Association for the Abolition of Sla- 


very.” 

That a committee be formed, to consist 
of the minister and two or more members 
of eavh Protestant dissenting congregation 
in the county, which shall unite itself with 
this Association. 

That Mr. Francis Barker, of Pontefract, 
be requested to accept the oflice of Trea- 
surer, and the Rey.T. Scales, the Rev. R. 
W. Hamilton, and Mr. Thomas Plint, jun. 
that of secretaries, to the association. 


At an adjourned meeting, held Friday, 
October 2, 1829. 


It was resolved, 
That the resolutions of the last Meeting 
be printed, and a copy sent to every con- 
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gregation of dissenters in the county of 
York, requesting their union and co-opera- 
tion, and that an intimation of their inten- 
tion to join the Association may be sent to 
one of the secretaries in Leeds, on or be- 
fore the 25th November next. 


NOTICE. 


On Tuesday Evening, January the 19th, 
the Annual Meeting of the Baptist College, 
Stepney, will be held at the King’s Head 
tavern, in the Poultry. The chair will be 
taken by the Treasurer, W. B. Gurney, esq., 
at six o’clock precisely. 


DISTRIRUTION OF PROFITS, 


These sums were voted to the widows, 
whose initials follow :— 


E. B. £4 recommend. by Rev. Mr. Jarman, 


BE.S. 4 ...es0e0+e06 Rev. D. Williams, 
M. A. 4 ...eecceeeee Rev. I. Mann. 
M.S. 4 ......0e00+6 Mr. D.Thompson. 
B.5. 4 .....2.60+, Mr. Matthews. 
MG. 4 14... sceees- Mr. Salter. 

Se Ws AI, sce verges. Reeve BS. Caombs, 
M. W. 4 ccovcesssees Mr. Wilson.; 
M.R. 4....0se0+00- Mr. Edwards. 
S.W. 4 .......5+6-~ Rev. J. Kershaw. 
M.H. 3 .......++-.- Rev. D. Philips. 

SEE rotih alsraidieia setae ss Do. 
dake Sia cp'es's deumies LOVeW, Eritonare. 


EB, W. 2 ..sceeeeeees Mr. Penny. 


Applicants are reminded that the postage 
of their letters must be paid. 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Extracts from the 25 Number of the 
Quarterly Register of the Baptist Home 
Missionary Society, published in December 
last. 


Annual Meeting of the East Kent Auxiliary 
Society. 


In the afternoon, after reading the Scrip- 
tures and prayer by the Rev. W. Payne of 
Eythorne, the Rev. J. Upton of London 
preached from Acts xxvi.18, and closed 
the service with prayer. 

In the evening, the Rev. T. Cramp of 
St. Peter’s prayed, Mr.Upton was called 
to the Chair, the Report was presented, 
and the various resolutions proposed and 
seconded in appropriate addresses by the 
Rev. Messrs. Denham of Margate, J. M. 
Cramp (of St. Peter’s, Paine of Eythorne, 
Paul of Broadstairs, and T, Cramp of St. 
Peter’s; also by H. Shepherd, Esq. of 
Maidstone, and the Secretary, 


Extract from the Annual Report :— 
«Tt has been usual on former occasions 
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for your Committee to direct your attention 
more especially fo the operations of the 
Society, whose interests we are assembled 
‘to promote in our own immediate vicinity. 
Since the last Annual Meeting the preach- 
ing of ‘the faithful word’ has been con- 
tinued on the different stations in Romney 
Marsh to a greater extent than in any 
former year. Mr. Wren, the late Mis- 
sionary, resigned his trust in February 
last, and has been ‘sncceeded by Mr. John 
Metters, from Sheepwash in Devonshire ; 
and, in addition to the exertions made by 
him, the Society has been under consider- 
able obligations to Messrs. Hudson, Scott, 
and Barnsbee, for their gratuitous and zeal- 
ous labours. 

«At New Romney things appear to 
wear a more steady and promising appear- 
ance than they did: a few months ago. 
From eighty to ninety persons on an ayve- 
rage are found attending the ministry of 
the gospel on the Lord’s day evening, and 
a somewhat less number at other times. 
Since the last Annual Meeting a young 
man, one of the first fruits of our Jabours 
on this station, has been called to exchange 
worlds. The consolations of God were 
richly enjoyed by him on his dying bed, 
and but a few days before his decease he 
remarked with tears fo your Secretary, 
that thronghout eternity he should bless 
God for the benefits he had’ derived from 
the Baptist Home Missionary Society. He 
was distinguished after his call by divine 
grace for his humble zeal, and closed his 
life with a holy joy that produced acon- 
siderable effect on the spectators of the 
affecting scene. 

At Dymchurch the prospects of the So- 
ciety are decidedly more pleasing than at 
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any former petiod. The attendance on 
the Lord’s day afternoon is about seventy 
persons; several of whom give delightful 
evidence that they have not heard the 
gospel in vain, and your Committee trust 
that before long they will enjoy the plea- 
sure of seeing some of these persons et- 
tirely decided for God, This station has 
been called to suffer the loss of several 
active persons, who have in the course . 
of divine providence been removed from 
them. ‘ 

“ With delightfal feelings your Commit- 
tee now turn to Brookland. Since the last 
General Meeting a Sabbath school has been 
instituted here by two friends, themselves 
the fruits of your Mission, which now con- 
sists of nearly eighty children, who show 
by their constant attendance, their diligent 
attention, the readiness with which they 
commit large portions of the scriptures to 
memory, and their general bebaviour that 
they profit by what they learn, In the. 
school the most respectable inhabitants feel 
a lively interest, and it is probable that it 
will not in future be dependent on the so- 
ciety for its support. Your Committee ac- 
knowledge themselves indebted for a grant 
of books for it to the Sanday School So- 
ciety in London. The preaching in this vil- 
lage, too, is well attended ; a better spirit 
of hearing seems to prevail here than in 
the whole Marsh besides. From ninety to 
a liundred persons usually attend, and on 
one occasion from three to four bundred 
persons listened to a Sermon out of doors. 
Your Committee hope to be able to make 
arrangements to furnish this place with 
preaching regularly on the Lord’s days 
once a fortnight. 


Novrice.—The Committee have learned with pleasure that some benevolent ladies in 


London, and at various other places, are preparing some useful and fancy articles to be 
disposed of by sale for the benefit of this society. As the sale is intended in the months 
of March or April next, the following friends have kindly engaged to receive any articles 
that may be forwarded in aid of this good design—Mrs.Crowther, 21, Lower Thornbaugh 
Street, Bedford Square; Miss Goodrick, 13, Edward Street, Portman Square; Mrs. 
Wells, 251, High Holborn ; Miss Buttenshaw, Holborn Bridge ; and Mrs. Haddon, 25, 
Tabernacle Walk, Finsbury Square. 

N.B. The articles from the country should be carefully packed ; and if they could be 
conveyed by the hands of a friend, or the carriage paid, it would enhance the value of 
the gift to the society. , 

** Subscriptions and Donations for this Society, will be thankfully received by SAMUEL 
SALTER, Esq. 50, Newgate Street, Treasurer ; also, ‘at the Missionary Rooms, Fen 
Court, Fenchurch Street, (where the Committee Meetings are now held, on the third * 
_ Tuesday in every month at Six o’clock precisely P.M.); by the Rey. F.A. Cox, LL.D. 
Hackney, and the Rey. JON EDWARDS, 21, Thornhuugh Street, LONDON, Secretaries. 

* The Committee, desirous of avoiding all interference with other societies, have made 
this alteration in the time of their meetings, i.e. from the Second to the Third Tuesday. 
in every month, which they hope will prove more convenient to their friends. 
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Tue Committee of the Baptist Irish Society, inform their members that they have 
accepted the resignation of the Rey. J. P. Briscoe of Ballina, in consequence of 
his having agreed to become the pastor of the Baptist Church in Cork. To 
supply the Ballina station, they have engaged the Rev. J. Allon of Birmingham, 
Jate a student of the Academy at Bradford, and who for about a year préached 
at Cork. During Mr. Allen’s residence in that city, he made a considerable 
proficiency in acquiring the Irish language, a knowledge of which he is very 
desirous of perfecting. The Committee haye engaged him’ with this. specific 
view, that he may e qualified to preach in the Native Irish; and should any 
young men, members of Baptist Churches, to whom the Irish language is ver- 
nacular, appear to have gifts for the work of the ministry, Mr. Allen it is hoped 
. will become their instructor. If an ‘‘ Education Society” for young Irish mi- 
nisters should be thus commenced at Ballina, there is no reason to apprehend 
its failing for want of pecuniary support. 


In several: late numbers of the Irish Chronicle, appeals have been made to 
the friends of the Society, on account of the more. than exhausted state of the 
funds. That these difficulties should have been in a great measure relieved, 
demands the grateful acknowledgments of the conductors of the Institution. 
A letter from a most benevolent friend has been received inclosing £50 which 
saysi— 


«Jn reading the report as stated in the Baptist Magazine for December, by the 
worthy Secretaries, I see your funds are exhausted, I therefore consider it my duty to 
encourage their hearts, and to lift my hands and heart to God in earnest prayer, 
that a divine blessing may attend all their efforts to promote the salvation of our Irish 
brethren.” 


It will be seen too, by the remittances from the Rev. Stephon Davis of Clon- 
mel, that the kind friends of the Society in Scotland ‘have again contributed 
cheerfully and liberally in aid of its funds. That the most eminent ministers 
in the establishment, of Seceders and Independents, as well as those of our 
own denomination, should continue to support the Society is very encouraging, 
and proves that the objects pursued and the-agents employed, are generally 
approved by those who are themselves as a nation so greatly indebted to scrip- 
tural and evangelical instruction. ? 


From the Rev. Josiah Wilson to the Secre-|\so rapidly as its friends could wish. This 

taries. progress is, however, the more remarkable, 

. and calls more loudly for gratitude to its 

dba, Noy. 184, H828- author, as being roid the face of almost 

~ DEAR BRETHREN, every thing that is calculated to prevent it. 

Yon will perceive by the Journals of the | For such is the state of society in this coun- 
Zrish readers which accompany this, that|try at present, that every man seems to be — 

the cause of truth is progressing, though net |afraid of his neighboun, Yet, I repeat it, 
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the friends of truth bhaye cause for thank- 
fulness that it still prevails, and that the 
prospects are encouraging of its more ex- 
tensive spread. Besides the particulars 
mentioned by the readers, I have learned 
that one of the school-masters of the So- 
ciety, whom I employed about ten years 
ago with two others, in a parish where there 
was not a single Protestant, has recently 
died in the faith of the Gospel. He was 
early brought to a knowledge of the truth, 
and though severely persecuted for adopting 
its principles and its practice, he maintained 
a steady adherence to it, and a walk consis- 
tent with it, to the close of life, and then 
departed with the first martyr’s words on his 
lips, ‘‘Into thy hands I commend my spi- 
rit.” Another fact was communicated to 
me hy a clergyman of the Established 
Church, of a pleasing character. A girl 
belonging to a school that I inspected about 
‘five weeks ago, was taken dangerously ill 
shortly after, she was visited by him on 
her death-bed ; and though she had enjoyed 
no other visible instruction than the word 
of God, which she read and committed to 
memory in the school, and never professed 
to leave the church of Rome, yet she made 
a distinct confession of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and of her entire dependence 
on him for salvation. But as well as saying 
that “ the truth prevails,” I said also that 
the future ‘‘ prospects are still encouraging.” 
This is confirmed by the extensive desire 
evinced to possess the word of God, and to 
lave its contents explained; and this, in 
mapy instances, in defiance of the most vio- 
lent opposition. But there are some parts 
of the district in which I move, where there 
is no opposition, but that which arises from 
the native enmity of the human heart. 

In one of these favoured spots, one of the 
newly established night schools, was visited 
last week, and thirty adults wero present, 
iwenty-nine of whom were Roman Catholics. 
And on the inspector making an observation 
on a passage of Scripture that was read, a 
series of dialogues ensued that was calcu- 
lated to be. extensively useful. That the 
enquiry, ‘“‘ What must I do to be saved?” 
may be more extensively made, and satis- 
factorily answered, is the prayer of 
- J. WiLson, 


To-the Secretaries of the Baptist Irish 
; Society. 


Limerick, Nov. 20th, 1829. 


My. DEAR FRIENDs, 

I came in from Camas the last evening 
very late, where I have been preaching the 
last five days to large Roman Catholic con- 
gregations morning and evening. On Lord’s 
day the place was crowded, and seyeral 
persons came a great way, 
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On Lord’s day, 8th inst. I preached twice 
at O’Brien’s Bridge and was well attended ; 
the people requested me to go to preach for 
them. 

On the Ist Lnrd’s day of this month, I 
preached and administered the ordinance of 
the Lord’s Supper as usual at Cloughjordan : 
there was*a considerable congregation. I 
went on 12 miles in the evening to Shraduff, 
where and at Arbour Hill, [ expounded the 
Scriptures. I went from that to Uskam, 
where I expounded the Scriptures ; and the 
following day went to Borrisokane, exa- 
mined the school and preached in the even- 
ing ; and came thirty Irish miles next day 
to Limerick. The last Lord's day in the 
preceding month I preached at O’Brien’s 
Bridge and was well attended. The Lord’s 
truth is certainly prevailing, but there is a 
great re-action, the powers of darkness will 
not easily give up their strong hold, they 
will maintain them to the last. Many are 
afraid to open their mouths, or to offend 
the champions of the man of sin, but rather 
conciliate them, The truth must be spoken 
boldly, and openly, and candidly, but it 
must be spoken in love. No heathen nation 
in the world wants such exertion as Ire- 
land. When I mentioned to some persons 
the liberality of our friends towards foreign 
missions, they were astonished; and surprised 
that there was so little done for Ireland, 
that should be the first object for many 
reasons. May the Lord stir up and excite 
his people to exertion on behalf of Ireland. 
With this I send the Itinerant Readers 
Journals for the past month. 

W. THOMAS, 


From a Scripture Reader to Mr. Wilson, 
¥ Boyle, 13th Nov. 1829. 


Rev. Sir, 

On my way through the villages, I ar- 
rived- at Edward Sharket’s school on the 
side of Ballaghbai mountain. I had taught 
him some time ago to read the Irish Testa- 
ment, and since my first acquaintance with 
him, I always found him eager and willing 
to receive scriptural instruction. He is 
much improved in knowledge, attended our 
meeting in Boyle these three last Sabbaths, 
he sees the errors of popery, and promises 
to renounce them as soon as he can procure 
a school from any of tbe religious societies. 
After I lectured himself and his scholars on 
the truth of the gospel, he accompanied me 
to the house of a Mrs. H. whose family and 
herself, gave great heed and attention while 
I endeavoured to impress on their minds a 
saving knowledge of the truth, by reading 
and explaining to them appropriate passages 
of holy writ, shewing them the importance 
of the sacred yolume, and the cloud of ig- 
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liorance which hangs over this country with 
respect to divine things; how the bulk of 
the people are miserably precluded from 
receiving scriptural instruction, by a sort of 
tyranny dreadfully pernicious to the souls 
of men. Instead of being offended, this 
people prayed for my present welfare, ex- 
pressed a wish that I would visit their place 
often, and are since that time inquiring of 
Sharket when I might have an opportunity 
of reading for them again. 
dist ‘in Carrack who followed me to my 
lodgings, in order (as he said) to have a 
conversation with me, and to know my views 
of divine truth; and that he had such a 
hatred to Calvinism, that the thoaghts of 
it often prevented him from sleeping at 
night. I told him that I did not wish to 
enter into an argument on Calyinism or Ar- 
minianism, that my business was to make 
every exertion for the promotion of the 
Gospel ; and that many who pretend to great 
sanctity, have much enmity against the doc- 
trines of divine grace, and are attached to 
what they consider gospel, which is deprived 
of every thing that can render it suitable to 
poor sinners. That every rational mind must 
admit, that a conditional salvation can never 

- be complied with, by men dead in trespasses 
and sins ; and if men suppose that they have 
performed the»condition, they deceive them- 
selves, reject the Saviour, despise the riches 
of his grace, and trust in a refuge of lies. 
«‘ There is not one of our society,” said he 
‘that don’t believe every word of what you 

. have repeated, though it is not so report- 
ed of them. When you come to town 
again, you'll please to spenda night at 
my place, and I will feel happy in your 
company.” In Drumshanbo, I met with a 
priest, F. at Farrel Moran place, for whom 
I read and repeated some chapters of the 
Trish Scriptures at his request, and a more 
agreeable man I never met with. He asked 
the motives of our Society in putting them- 
selves to such trouble and expence? I 
told him that its principal design is the in- 
struction of youth and adults, in the first 
principles of the oracles of God. ‘Very 
laudable indeed, (said he) and as long’as 
T have any controul here, you or any of its 
agents are welcome to labour in my pa- 
rish.” ‘ ‘ : 


From a Scripture Reader to Mr. Thomas. 


Rathcale, 22nd Oct. 1829, 
LBS: . 

Since my last, God has in his mercy and 
divine providence enabled me to itinerate 
in varions parts of the counties of Clare, 
Galway, Tipperary, and Limerick ; and not 
to itinerate only, but I trust he has done 
much good through my humble agency. At 


T met a Metho- 
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Ballycar on the 23rd ultimo, I went into 
Mr. Colpoy’s barn, where there were seven 
men at work, and many others attending 
them. I spoke to them as the Spirit gave 
me utterance, on the shortness of time, the 
uncertainty of the world and its fleeting and 
dissatisfying pleasures, the folly of gratify- 
ing the flesh, the certainty of death and 
judgment, heaven or hell to everyman. I 
strove-to lay before them, in a concise man- 
ner, the immeasurable, incomprehensible 
length of eternity, the miserable end of the 
wicked, and.shewed them the broad way 
which leads to death and destruction ; and 
lastly, how they might escape from the wrath 
to come, and what the works of God were. 
John vi. &c. Every person present was 
unanimous in approving of what they heard, 
and many of the Romanists said they never 
heard, such things from the priest. The 
same evening at Mr. Gunning’s house, I ad- 
dressed eleven persons nearly on the same 
subjects ; they were attentive and thankful 
beyond description, 

On the morning of the same day, I met 
and travelled with the sturdiest and most 
stiff-necked (as I thought) of the informed, 
Papists I had ever met. After a good deal 
of discussion concerning the Scriptures and 
the way of salvation, which continued for 
about two hours, he said he was sorry I 
parted with him so soon, and that he felt 
an interest in my conversation; a thiug which 
I did not expect, he sa obstinately resisted 
all F advanced. 

On the 27th the Lord gave me a most 
excellent opportunity. I went on board the 
packet boat for Kilaloe, there were eleven 
persons in the company. After-a lapse of 
some time they were all silent, (a thing 
which rarely happens). A certain woman 
said, ‘* What woald ye be saying if ye were 
talking.’ I said I would teil them some- 
thing if they would promise to pay atten- 
tion. They all with one accord said they 
would, which promise indeed they fulfilled 
(except it were to ask some reasonable ques- 
tion) for at Jeast an hour, while I endea- 
voured to explain that sweet portion in the 
third of John, ‘‘God so loved the world,” 
&c. Every person present was exceed- 
ingly thankfal, but no person present ap- 
peared so affected as the woman that ap- 
peared in the merry mood at first, and she 
was very thankful. In Ogonally the next 
day and night, I had a very interesting time. 
There were collected the inhabitants of six 
houses ; not one of them departed «ntil one 
or twoo’clock, and they seemed to be greatly 
struck with what they heard ; but here the 
enemy wanted not a servant that was staunch 
to his cause, and like Elimas, Jannes, and 
Jambres, he withstood me to the face per- 
verting the Gospel. I visited the widow 
Bushe the next day, who is a widow indeed 
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I trust it will be a pleasure to those who 
wish well to Zion, to hear that she seems 
to gather strength the more she is perse- 
cuted, (as she truly is) the more she sees 
the depraved and miserable condition of her 
adversaries, and pities and prays for them. 
At B. at Mr. F.’s I read for various groups 
of persons. One woman, his servant-maid, 
who was a few months ago most. violently 
opposed to the Scriptures, declared she 
would rather serve gratuitously’ where she 
could hear the Scriptures in Trish, than get 
double wages elsewhere. I have not time 


nor space to tell you of what the Lord did. 


for me and by me in this county, but-I hope 
T will at a future period. 


To Mr. Briscoe, 
Ashfield, Nov. 13th, 1829, 
SIR, 

On the 11th ult. after having a religious 
conversation with the police stationed in this 
neighbourhood, and other persons, went to 
visit E. D. of Durmmartiv, for the purpose 
of conversing with-him about the Scriptures, 
I met him in a field convenient to his house. 
In the. course-of our conversation [ endea- 
voured to shew him the fulness aud freeness 
of the Gospel, and the readiness of the Lord 
of peace to receive those who have any de- 
sire thereto. When I was about to leave 
him, he requested that I would not go until 
Lwonld read for bis family ; and that he 
would call one of his neighbours, whom I 
knew to be some time ago an avowed enemy 
to-the Scriptures. D.told me that he was 
then, in a great measure, changed from his 
wicked opinions, in consequence of repeat- 
edly hearing the Scriptures read in the Irish 
lapguage.. 

From D.’s conversation I am led to be- 
lieve that he will in a short time come out 
from the popish yoke, and embrace the truths 
of the everlasting Gospel. 

12th. Read portions of the Irish Testa- 
ment in a house in Toorlustrane, in the hear- 
ing, of several persons Roman Catholics, and 
endeavoured to make them sensible of the 
absurdity of several of the idolatrous errors 
of popery, and their repugnancy to the sa- 
ered Scriptures. They were apparently 
well pleased while Iendeavoured to explain 
to them the promises of deliverance from 
sin, together with the life and freedom ob- 
tained by believers of the Gospel. 

18th..Read and endeavoured to explain 


portions of the Scriptures in the house of | 


one of the same party who invited ure there- 
to. There seemed to be kindled in his 
mind a thirst after Christ which nothing 
can satisfy but a knowledge of an interest 
in his blood. ton 

20th, Read the 3rd, 10th, and 15th chap- 
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ters of St. John, and the 8th chapter of 
1.Cor. for » sick man in Cloonrongeen. The 
priest’s clerk happened to be in before me, 
and waited while I was reading and speak- 
ing about these portions, and when his opi- 
nion was asked of the subject, I was told 
he said that he considered it was genuine 
doctrine, 

21st. Left this neighbourhood for the pur- 
pose of inspecting our schools in Tyrawly. 

n my way to Ballina,. travelled along with 
a man of the name of G. a yarn buyer: 
spoke to him a good deal about the Scrip: 
tures, and explained to him the love of God’ 


‘towards us, the sufferings of Christ. for 


guilty siuners, the joys of heaven, and the 
miseries of the damned, which seemed to 


| impress his mind witha religious awe; but, 
.alas, for want of application to the Serip- 


tures, it is apt to vanish away as the morn- 
ing cloud or the early dew. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Received by Mr. Burls. 


RNs: 
Legacy of Miss Sarah Shen- 
stone, Atterbury, per Rev. 
Mr. Shenstone .....-+++- 
Per Rev. Mi. Davis, on ac- 
count of Collections in Scot- 
Vand’ -ccscccecstscssers 
Broughton and Wallop Col- 
lections, per Rev. Mr, Rus- : 
BENT. JTRS PR tie BT 88 
Thomas Key, Esq. Water 


Pulfotds Sop a0 vetiess .* GOL One® 
Collections, West Riding, 

Yorkshire, per Rev. Mr. 

Harnessieccsccevesevves 165) 1227 


By Mr. Dyer. 
Portsmouth, Portsea, and Gos- 
port Auxiliary Society, by 
Mr. B.H. Hinton........ 1815 2 
Misses M. and A.Smith, Ol- - 
ney, for Schools ....+se 5 0 0 
Stony Stratford, Friend, by 
Rey. J.E.Simmons ....... 1.0 0 
Friend in Somersetshire .... 100 


Collected by Mr. Allen. 
Stourbridge...... 
Dudley. cic cevicsssieciecvviccs 
Shirley-street ....s.cceceees 
Coventry ...sevesvecccossss 
Oadley...cececvereesvesses 
Countess Thorpe,...-+.eeeee 
Stratford ...csceccesesoeses 

Received by Mr. Ivimey. S4 
Collections at Holywell, Flint- ait 
shire, by Rev. W. Jones .. 6 6 8 

From Wantage, by Rev. Mr. ‘3 
Glanvillej at ceus ceeiseeecs Lk, San 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


CALCUTTA. 


Extracts of Letters from Rev. 
W. Robinson to the Secretary. :— 


January 20, 1829. 

During the past year we have lost seven 
members by death, who we would hope 
have exchanged this world for a better. 
There is one of them whose loss is much 
felt ; for she was one of our most active 
and useful members. You may recoilect, 
that afew years ago, mention was made, 
_ in some accounts from the Caloutta bre- 
thren, of a servant-maid, who had built a 
little chapel at her own expense, and given 
it to them: she was the person. She was 
at that time in the service of Mrs. Lisk, 
now Mrs. Robinson, and she continued with 
her till the day of ber death. Dying in my 
family, I had every opportunity of witness- 
ing her end ; but the fatal cholera prevented 
all conyersation with her about the state of 
her mind. Her death however, though not 
attended with many pleasing circumstances, 
was, it is hoped, not only gain to herself, 
but highly beneficial to Mrs. Robinson’s sou, 
a lad about fifteen, who is now a candidate 
for baptism. ur loss by exclusion is six. 
This we feel to be very heavy ; especially, 


as there is no hope, at present, that any of 


them will be restored. Bangsi, a Bengalee 
man, has been dismissed to Jessore, where 
he is now assisting brother Buckingham, 
Thus we have lost, in one year, fourteen 
members, Our increase is as: follows: we 
have re-admitted and received from other 
churches eight persons; we have received 
by baptism only five. Two others would 
have been baptized in December, but I was 
prevented by illness from baptizing them, 
Of the five baptized, only one wears the 
European dress ; and she received her first, 
serious impressions from hearing the gos- 
pel in the native language. The others 
are, I believe, pure Bengalees, three women 
and one man. One woman had been a 
Musocolman, and the other two Hindoos. 
The man had also been a Hindoo; he is 
the chapel darwan or doorkeeper. Two 
persons have been baptized, who did not 
join our church; one an English soldier, 
who joined the church in H. M. 59th regi- 
ment, the other a native of Greece, who 
was born, he tells me, in the neighbourhood 
of the now famous Navarino. We find, 
that our present number of members, ab- 
sentees included, is 110. I have experiencd 
great difliculty in obtaining a correct list of 
names, owing to circumstances unknown in 
England ; but I give you the number of 
members according to a corrected list, made 
at our last church meeting. 

Our brethren Chodron and Gorachund 
have been very active, G@hodron has visited 
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many parts of the adjacent country, and has 
met with great encouragement. Many cir- 
cumstances indicate a disposition among the 
natives to hear the gospel. Brother Cho- 
dron has a great wish to extend his opera- 
tions in the country; but we have not the 
means. It would not he right to neglect 
our native members, and lay aside preaching 
to them for the sake of itinerating: until, 
therefore, we have more strength and more 
pecuniary means, our excursions into the 
country must be very limited. Gorachund 
has been very active in and about Calcutta : 
indeed the more Chodron goes out, themore 
Gorachund has to do at home. 


April 27, 

I have been to two of the villages since 
J wrote last ; and brother Chodron has spent 
most of his time in that part of the country. 
Finding that some of these poor people 
came over to the Lel-Bazar almost every 
Sabbath, and that the number of inquirers 
was much on the increase, our little Society, 
thoagh almost without funds, reselved on 
building a school-house in one of the vil- 
lages, which might also serve as a place of 
worship. This has been commenced under 
the direction of brother Chodron; but the 
progress made has been slow, there being 
peculiar difficulties to encounter. The coun- 
try is little better than an extensive marsh ; 
a bit of dry solid ground is scarcely pro- 
curable. Many of the spots on which these 
poor people live, are artificial islands. They 
dig up the surrounding soil, during the dry 
season, and with it form an island large 
enough to contain a house and a few out- 
offices. Thus many families possess islands 
of their own, and the only means of com- 
munication between one family and another, 
for about nine months in the year is by a 
canoe. Almost the only article cultivated 
is rice. This is planted in the water, grows 
in the water, and is cut in the water. On 
my first visit, I observed a part of the har- 
vest, not cut and lying on the land, but cut 
and lying on the water. The water was knee 
deep or more, but full of grass and weeds, 
which supported the crops on the surface. 

But to return to brother Chodron, The 
only spot of ground which he could pro- 
cure, was a rice field or a piece of marsh ; 
he has therefore been obliged to com- 
mence the singular trade of island-muk- 
ing. He is now digging a pond in one part 
of the ground, to find soil to raise the other 
part. This is a very slow, and very expen- 
sive process; but we cannot desist without 
grieving the minds of the poor villagers. 
We have a few friends in two other villages, 
which, possessing larger tracts of dry land, 
appear like continents in this strange part 
of the world, Should we, therefore, have 
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to erect a school-house in either of them, 
the task would be comparatively an easy 
one. Many inquirers have been to brother 
Chodron from the surrounding villages, and 
many have come over to the Lal-Bazar. We 
had, one Sabbath, present in the vestry, not 
less than twenty-five persons, all of whom 
had given up their cast, that they might be- 
come Christians. Though I was in a sickly 
state, and quite weary with preaching in 
English, I could not resist the inclination 
which I felt to sing and pray with them. 
Some time ago we selected seven persons 
as candidates for baptism. I say selected, 
for we might have had many more, had we 
been so inclined; nay, some I fear, are a 
little offended because they have not been 
baptized. These seven were all received 
at our last church meeting, the account which 
they gave of themselves being very satis- 
factory. Three others were also proposed 
as candidates for baptism. Yesterday was 
the day appointed for the administration of 
the ordinance, but two of the candidates 
were not present ; one was detained at home 
byan attack of fever, the other by the severe 
illness of his son, a young man of twenty. 
We had, therefore, but eight to baptize, 
instead of ten, as we expected; they were 
five natives, one Portuguese woman, a sol-~ 
dier from Dum Dum, (who joins the church 
there) and Mrs. Robinson’s son. It would 
seem that this baptism excited much in- 
terest, for we had a larger congregation than 
JT have ever seen in the chapel since I have 
been pastor there. The service at the water 
side was in Bengalee; it consisted of a hymn 
in that language, an address to the candi- 
dates, and a short prayer. I think it would 
have gratified you to see thirty-two inquirers 
at the chapel, those who were baptized in- 
cluded ; and to see them all eat together, 
cast among them being abolished. Such 
was the scene witnessed here yesterday. 
Bat these are not all who have given up 
their cast; there are many, we know not 
how many more in the villages. We have 
inquirers, i.e. persons who come to hear the 
gospel, and who have given up cast, in many 
villages ; the most remote village is little 
less than twenty miles from Calcutta. 

But this is not all ; our Circular Road bre- 
thren are busy in the same way ; they have 
merous inquirers, and I hope wil! soon bave 
many converts, The tract of country, which 
has fallen to the lot of the Lal-Bazar, is 
nearly south of Calcutta; the Circular Road 
lot is to the eastward of ours, and the lot of 
our Independent brethren, to the westward. 
Now, my dear brother, this is really some- 
thing new ; and I hope we are on the eve 
of better days. Nothing like this has been 
witnessed in this country before, I hope it 
will go on. I feel mach anxiety of mind 
about the present state of things, 1 have 
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many hopes and many fears, and often I am 
ready to conclude, that the work will stop 
for want of means. I know the Lord can 
provide, and to him I look ; but we are in 
great want of the sinews of war, men and 
money. I am sorry to say, that a very se- 
rious outrage has been committed on some 
of our friends, in a village called Sulkee. 
Four persons have been seriously wounded, 
and several hurt; and one poor man has had 
his hut burnt, and his little all destroyed. 
He has since told me that there were twenty 
persons in that village who had given up 
cast; but that since the disturbance, only 
seven or eight are willing to acknowledge 
what they have done. The case in a few 
words is this: About a dozen had met ona 
Sabbath morning for worship, i.e. to read, 
sing, and pray ; and after worship, had sat 
down to dinner together, when a band of 
men,* broke in upon them suddenly, and 
committed the outrage above mentioned, 
Measnres are taking to obtain legal redress, 
just for the sake of future security ; but 
though I have waited on the judge myself, 
I doubt whether they will succeed. As these 
poor men have many enemies, because they 
wish to be Christians, and as falsehood, per- 
jury, and bribery, are universal, there is but 
little room to hope that they will obtain 
justice, 


CEYLON. 


Among other documents lately 
received from this island, is the 
copy of a valedictory letter, ad- 
dressed to our late Missionary Mr. 
Chater, when on the eve of em- 
barkation. Had our respected 
brother been living, there would 
have been a manifest impropriety 
in publishing a testimonial drawn 
up in such terms of warm and 
affectionate eulogy; but as he is 

- gone where neither praise nor cen- 
sure can have the least influence, 
there seems no valid reason why 
we should withhold such a tribute 
to departed worth. 


REVEREND AND KIND. SiR! 
Language oan give no adequate idea of 
the gratefal emotions of love and the cordial 
- interest we feel in the benevolent exertions 
of the Baptist Mission Society, for the en- 
frgement of our blessed Saviour’s kingdom 
meart he circumstance of your arri- 
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val in this our favoured island, where it has 
been made a blessing to many, strongly 
evinced the cHaritable principles which 
actuate the society to extend the sphere of 
its immediate instrumentality in the great 
and noble cause of disseminating and estab- 
lishing the doctrines of christianity among 
the inhabitants of a remote part of the 
globe ; and while we are now in the antici- 
pation of that delightful period, when the 
gospel verity shall pervade all hearts and 
minds, and the land rejoice in the happy 
possession of the truth as it isin Jesns, it 
is neither flattery nor dissimulation when 
we declare, that the tidings of your intended 
departure have entirely overwhelmed us 
with grief. This unlooked-for event, Sir, 
will subject us, and every sincere adherent 
to truth, to-numerous privations ; such as 
can hardly be remedied. We have cause 
to mourn the absence of a stimulating 
pious example, a minister, whose tenor of 
life was one continued course of evangelical 
meekness, the most powerful incentive to 
the practice of virtue and religion, unsup- 
ported by which, precepts and instructions 
lose their worth and excellency, Contem- 
plating on the cause of these privations, we 
derive great comfort in the hope that, 
while your unwearied labour and indefatig- 
able exertions to promote the. good of the 
souls entrusted to your pastoral care, have 
to such a degree eneryated your constitu- 
tion, as torender your separation from us 
for a time, not only adviseable, but abso- 
lutely necessary, the Lord will graciously 
spare our lives, soon to welcome you to 
these shores. again, in a perfect state of 
health and vigour, to re-assume your labour 
among the flock of Christ in this island. 
Till then we commend you to-the care of 
Him, iv whose hands is the breath of life, 
and who ever protects. and guards his own, 
unhurt amidst the vicissitudes and dangers 
of this transitory life, and our Kumble but 
earnest supplications to the throne of grace, 
for the temporal and eternal welfare of your- 
self and family will not cease but when we 
cease to breathe. 

Permit us now to solicit your favor of 
assuring the Baptist Missionary Society of 
our deep sense of gratitude for that charity 
and love, which prompted them to extend 
their mission to this island. We confidently 
hope that you will avail yourself of the 
experience you have had during your long 
stay here to offer such suggestious to the 
favourable consideration of the Society, as 
would ultisnately tend to the happiness of 
immortal souls in this part of the world. 
You are but too well aware that here ‘the 
harvest is truly great, but the labourers are 
few.” What can, therefore, be more con- 
ducive to the prosperity of the Church of 
Christ, than faithful stewards in the house 
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of the Lord, who will not only ‘ rightly di- 
vide the word of trnth,” but also, like your-> 
self, show in all things a pattern worthy of 
our imitation and regard. Your steady, 
decent, and pious deportment, such promi- 
nent characteristics of a faithful minister, 
have not failed to excite in us due rever- 
ence and esteem for your person, and while 
we have eyer felt the force of your exhorta- 
tion, admonition, or reproof, delivered in 
gospel sincerity for our edification, the pre- 
cepts shewn forth by your example, have 
left indelible impressions on our hearts, of 
that faithfulness with which you serve your 
Lord and Master, Your remembrance there- 
fore will ever be dear to usy and while we 
cherish the hope of soon meeting you here 
again, with sincerity of heart we unite in 
wishing you a speedy and prosperous. voy- 
age to the place of your destination, May 
the Lord deign to crown all your wishes 
with success, and grant a blessed realization 
of your expectations. With unfeigned love, 
dutiful regard and respect, we beg leave to 
subscribe ourselves, Reverend and kind 
Sir, your very faithful and humble  ser- 
vants. 
(Signed by above sixty persons, both 
of the Baptist Denomivation and 
others.) 


We add the following letter to 
the Committee, from Mr. Hendrick 
Siers, who has long been dili- 
gently co-operating in the labours 
of our Ceylon Mission, and which 
will impress all our readers with 
a sense of the need of sending out 
at least one other Missionary thi- 
ther without delay. We are happy 
to state,.that a highly esteemed 
brother of considerable standing 
in the ministry, has offered him- 
self for the station, and will pro- 
ceed, Providence permitting, early 
in the spring. 

It may just be remarked, that 
the writer of the following letter 
is of Dutch extraction, which ac- 
counts for the occasional pecu- 
liarities of style and expression. 


8th May, 1829. 


Rev. FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 

A favourable prospect of writing and send- 
ing haying opened, I have embraced the op- 
portunity, as well the liberty of communi- 
eating to you the lamentable and mournful 
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intelligence of the death of our much re- 
vered and highly beloved brother Chater. 
He has been somewhat indisposed for up- 
wards of two years’ prior to the mournful 
event taking place, although the disorder 
was not apparently manifest to the public 
view, yet it has been secretly undermining 
his vital parts, notwithstanding which he 
kept on preaching, as well attended to his 
numerous other missionary duties, without 
much injury to his general health; but in 
the progress of time, after consulting with 
friends, he made up his mind to take asea 
voyage. Accordingly, together with.Mrs, 
Chater, he went to Bombay, and has re- 
turned after a few months with very little 
amendment ; but gradually his disorder be- 
gan to be more visible in its natural ap- 
pearance. At last the medical attendant 
declared he had the dropsy. Himself as 
well as other physicians, advised brother 
Chater to undertake a long voyage at sea 
for the benefit of his health. Upon this he 
came to a resolution to proceed to his na- 
tive shores. Consequently he left us all 
behind, and went on board the Seppings, 
the 13th December, 1828, which vessel, 
after having touched Port de Galle, set 
sail for England the same menth, the 
25th, as it appears in his letter written to 
Mrs.C. from Galle, since which we have 
neither of us received any written intelli- 
gence from him or some one else. tae 

The ship which has arrived here from the 
Isle of France, with H. M. Commissioner, 
Mr. Colebrook, on board, brought to Ceylon 
the dolorous intelligence of the death of our 
departed brother. He left this world of 
woe and misery, say the writers, on the 2nd 
of January, 1829, eight or nine days after 
they have lost sight of Galle. His remains 
have been committed to the bosom of the 
deep, but his justified soul reached the 
heavenly mansions above, where he now is 
singing and praising with seraphic raptures, 
Worthy the Lamb, &c. 

I feel much of my insufficiency, else I 
would most gladly give a full detail of his 
life both private and public, as a minister of 
Christ and a Missionary of your honourable 
Society, as a father and as a husband, ac- 
cording to our Jong and intimate acquaint- 
ance with each other from the year 1813. 
But I rejoice, that what is wanting and de- 
ficient in me, the Lord has provided ; there 
are some who would undertake to satisfy 
your anxiety by writing a full and authentic 
account of his life and course, of these 
seventeen years which he has spent in Cey- 
lon. Therefore I shall assume my station 
of silence, respecting the foregoing narra- 
tion, and shall turn myself to see and to 
point out to your Society how dark the ways 
of Providence are towards us, and how deep 
and sharp the wound is felt! Ttis true in 


Missionary Herald. 


such and similar other cases, we are com- 
manded by him who has the sway over the 
whole universe to be still and pause, and 
know that it is the Lord, the all-wise dis- 
poser of all the haman affairs, who did it 
as seemeth good in his sight. | Notwith- 
standing which the heavenly voice to us is, 
respecting our departed brother, W byweepest 
thou? repress your sorrows, for your bro- 
«ther, the friend of Christ and of the Mission, 
of your Society, and of the church at Ceylon 
is not dead, but sleepeth, and he shall awake 
to the dread of his hard-hearted and unbe- 
lieving hearers, but to the joy and felicity 
of the children begotten by him in the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Facts as 
these things are, yet nevertheless the stroke 
is heavy and the shock is terrible. However 
painful and trying the event might be to his 
partner in life and to his children, it is an 
irreparable loss to your committee, consider- 
ing his indefatigable and zealous exertions 
in promoting your objects in this island, his 
establishing schools and fitting up places of 
worship, acd various other useful branches 
of education, which tended to produce last- 
ing good all along these seventeen years,— 
His long and assiduous labours are remem- 
bered by all classes of people with the feel- 
ings of approbation, could it be supposed 
that they should be forgotten by your So- 
ciety without being deeply felt, that his ex- 
panded and usefal labours should be as it 
were recoiled, and whilst the moving spring 
of your society’s machine is put-to a stop? 
After due consideration of the work which 
has already begun in this country, I entreat 
your committee to carry on working for the 
Lord while it is day ere the night cometh 
and we should cease to work. I earnestly 
snpplicate your committee to feel compas- 
sion and yearn over the infant and destitute 
eburch at Ceylon: especially now on ac- 
count of the death of brother C. she became, 
as it were helpless, and exposed to every 
danger from all quarters, therefore now is 
the time to send out watchmen to be set 
upon the tower of the Lord, to guard the 
heritage of the Lord here, that we also may 
at last enter into the rest of the people of 
God, and rejoice with them eternally. I 
know him who has said, Fear not ye little 
flock, for I have overcome the world, and 
the very bairs of your head are all num- 
bered. He that-hath said these words is 
faithful to his promises; but it is not an 
encouragement for indifference and careless- 
ness. What are my poor and feeble efforts 
compared to those of our departed brother ? 
If taken in a wide sense it bears no propor- 
tion, My present strength and health is 


' much impaired.by several attacks of sick- 


ness. The last one I had was fatal, if it 
had not been for a merciful interposition, I 
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should have been cut off as a cumberer of 
the ground, 

In Janaary last, I became sick and almost 
distracted ; but through a gracious provi- 
dence, I am still spared in life with toler- 
able good health. I need not say that you 
are aware that while we were together both 
brother C, and myself were insufficient for 
the work of your Socicty, and have, and do 
still request for more help,—but now the 
whole weight hangs on my debilitated shoul- 
ders. Though medical men and friends have 
strictly charged me not to exert beyond my 
present imperfect state-of health, yet the 
cries of the necessitous multitudes urge 
me to act in opposition to their advice. 1 
preach three, sometimes four sermons every 
Lord’s day, as well every Wednesdays and 
Thursdays in the garrison, Pettah and Grand 
Pass, in English, Portuguese, and Singalese, 
besides attending other meetings for prayer 
and experience-during the week days, The 
Europeans at present, appear more than 
before, to manifest hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, It has pleased the Lord to 
take notice of the low state of his church 
here, and to make some’additions to: her 
last year. Ihave had the pleasure to bap- 
tize abeut 10 persons belonging to H, M. 
78th Scotch regiment, and 8 mixed classes 
of people. Had this regiment continued 
here some time longer, great additions might 
have been made to our church, but it has 
pleased the Lord to order them to be re- 
moved for awhile to Kandy, from whence 
they write to me respecting the all-important 
and the one thing needful. But soon after 
their removal, two regiments, the Glst and 
58th, filled up their vacancy. Out of these 
regiments, I have baptized this year 4, to- 
gether with two corporals of the Royal 
Artillery, one of whom is an able scholar 
and of a very respectable family in England; 
his heart is much set to the advancement 
of our church here ag well every where else ; 
but the state of his health seems very pre- 
carious, his being distressed with a con- 
sumptive cough, predicts, humanly speaking, 
a short duration. His wife has been just 
preparing to come before the churck, when 
they unexpectedly have been ordered_ to 
proceed to Jaffna. Should the Lord, in 
whose hands are our breaths, be pleased to 
spare us, on their returning back to Colom- 
bo, U hope she will join our church. There 
are- abont seven more candidates for bap- 
tism, bat owing to the difficulty of obtain- 
ing passes to come ont of garrison, have not 
joined the church; but as soon as it shall 
be granted to them, they will be in commu~ 
vion with us. Besides these, I have baptized 
four other persons in the river Calany Gange, 
among whom is a young man named L.F. 
Schokman, who possesses talents for useful- 
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ness ; he is at present head clerk of the Audi- 
tor General’s department. The church have 
unanimously chosen him deacon,—by him 
the long vacancy of that office was supplied. 
Another out of this four is of medical pro- 
fession. They requested to administer 
to them this ordinance in the open river, 
because it resembles more that of Christ’s. 
By these short hints your Committee may 
easily judge the multiplicity of business 
which I have almost every day to attend 
to; and considering which, I beg you will 
acquit me of the obarge of my having neg- 
lected to visit the interior schools, some of 
which lying between eight and nine miles off 
the place of my present residence. I do 
not make an apology in any other sense, but 
the imperfect state of my health, and the 


LIST OF FOREIGN LETTERS 


East INDIES ....Rev. G. Bruckner.... 
J. Williamson .. 


Mrs. Lawson. .cvcescsece 


Rev. B. Clough 
Hendrick Siers 


Mrs. Chater’...ccesessee 

West Inpies ....Rev. William Knibb., ese» 
Joseph Burton ..eecece 

James Flood ......06 

Thomas Burchell .... 

James Mann ........ 


Joseph Bourn 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


BROSELY. 


On Sunday, Oct. 11, three sermons were 
preached at Brosely, and on the following 
day a public meeting was held, for the pur- 
pose of forming an Association in aid of the 
Bint Missionary Society. The meeting 
was addressed by Messrs, Kent, Thomas, 
Clark, Barber, Keay, Curzon, and Jones. 
The ministers in conference considered the 
practicability of forming an Auxiliary for 
the county ; a measure which appears calcu- 
lated to increase greatly the amount of the 
contributions hitherto received by the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society from Shropshire. 

H.R. C. 


NORTHAMPTON, 


The anniversary of our Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society, was held in College-street 
Meeting-house, on Wednesday the 21st of 
October. The morning service was better 
attended than usual, and very interesting 
sermons were preached by our brethren 
Mack and Carey. Mr, Simmons of Sirat- 
ford, and Mr. Edwards of this town (Inde- 
pendent) engaged in the devotional parts of 
worship. In the evening, at half-past five, 
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unavoidable work at home, which bave kept 
me back these six or seven months from 
attending them, which otherwise I. have 
been very regular in visiting them, These 
reasons, I entreat your Committee to con- 
sider seriously, and will be pleased to send 
out more labourers to the work, in order to 
lengthen the cords and to fasten the stakes 
of the tabernacle of the Lord, that our hands 
which are hanging down may be raised, and 
the weak knees may be confirmed; so as 
none to turn out of the ways of the Lord, 
and that none of your work, wherever they 
are, be neglected, when I shall by the bless- 
ing of my heavenly Father be strengthened, 
I shall spare no pain or difficulty, but will 
attend as hitherto I have done. 


LATELY RECEIVED. 


Malacca ........May 21 & 22, 1829. 
Sewry ..5++..eedune 15, 1829. 
Caloutta ........June 6, 1829. 
Colombo ........May 14, 1829. 
Ditto .......sJuly J, 1829. 
Ditto .....+..Jdune 20, 1829. 
Sayannala Mar ..Sept. 30, 1829. 
Kingston ........ Oct. 17, 1829. 
Annotta Bay ....Sept. 21, 1829. 
Montego Bay ....Oct. 9, 1829. 
Falmouth........Oct.9, 1829. 
Belize ..........Sept, 22, 1829. 


the meeting for public business commenced, 
and seldom if ever, was there alarger con- 

gregation collected within the walls. The 
Rev. Joshua Marsden (Methodist minister) 
presided, and the Missionary cause was 
pleaded by the Rev. Messrs. .Prust, Jayne, 
James Clark, Hyatt, Hollis, J. Simmons, 

and W. Goodrich. Mr. Gray, the secretary, 
gave a statement of the subscriptions of the 
past year, and affectionately urged his friends 
to increased liberality in the great cause, 

nor was the appealin vain. We are happy 
to state that by the extra subscriptions of 
the evening the society has raised 152. in, 
the year, being an advance of nearly 50/. 

on any preceding year. This is but “small 
compared with what other churches have 

done, and still more so compared with the 
claims of the Saviour, yet as indicative of a 
revived feeling towards Missionary objects, 
and especially as made at a time when the 
trade of the town is in great depression, it is 

regarded as a token of divine approbation ; 

nor can we forbear to notice that nearly GOI. 
of the above sum was raised by weekly con- 

tributions of one penny each. In this la- 

bour of love our brethren and sisters, and 
young people are actively employed ; each 

have their respective department, and to all 

of them our best thanks are due. 

’ W.G. 
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BRISTOL. , 

“You have already received, I presume, 
4001. part of the proceeds of our Eleventh 
Anniversary, which was held the last week 
in October, and of which I had almost for- 
gotten that yon expect me to furnish some 
little account. It may be comprised in a 
few sentences. 

The usual services were held at the three 
places of worship, The preachers were the 
Rev. Samuel Nicholson of Plymouth, the 
Rev. Eustace Carey, the Hon. and Rev. 
G.H. Roper Curzon, the Rev. Christmas 
Evans, and the Rev. Robert Hall. The 
speakers at our two public meetings were 
nearly the same, withthe addition of the Secre- 
tary of the parent society, Rev. R. Hill, the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas of Highgate, the Rev. F. 
Clark of Paulton, the Rev. John Leifchild, 
the Rev. W. Lucy, and other Bristol minis- 
ters. At the former meeting, J. E. Lunell, 
Esq. Sheriff, kindly presided, and advo- 
cated the claims of the Society ; and at the 
latter, the Treasurer, Mr. Robert Leonard, 

The receipts of the year just closed ex- 
ceeded those of the previous. year by 601. 
and the amount of contributions reeeived 
during the present anniversary has exceeded 
the amount contribated at the previous an- 
niversary by about 100/. 

During the last year, a second Ladies’ 
Association has been formed in connexion 
with Counterslip. This, together with the 
one previously established in connexion with 
Broadmead, will, it is presumed, render es- 
sential aid-to the fands of the Society. 

While the past year and the present anni- 
versary have presented us with a few com- 
paratively large donations, it is a most gra- 
tifying fact, that the principal resources of 
the Society are drawn from the smaller con- 
tributions of the many, a source of supply, 
not only less precarious, but necessarily in- 
volving a greater aggregate of prayer, and 
a more extended diffusion of the Missionary 
spirit, than the larger contributions of the 
few. Grateful for both, and encouraged by 
past success and present appearances, we 
hope, depending on Him who is, “‘ under no 
restraint to save by many or by few,’’ still 
to go forward, applying to the Missionary 
cause the spirit of an ancient prayer, ‘* O 
that thou wouldest bless us indeed, and en- 
large our coast!” J. GE. 


SHEFFIELD. 

The anniversary services at Sheftield and 
its neighbourhood, on behalf of the Baptist 
Missions, were held as follows on the 16th 
Nov. and three following days. On Lord’s 
day two excellent sermons were preached 
in the Baptist Chapel at Sheffield, by the 
Rev. Eustace Carey, to very attentive and 
delighted auditories, Sermons were preached 
on the same day at Chesterfield, by the 
Rey. C, Stovel of Swanwick; and also at 
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Masbro, by the Rev. C. Larom of Sheffield, 
and at Rotherham, by the Rev. W. Welsh. 
On Monday morning a missionary prayer 
meeting was held in-the Baptist Chapel, 
Sheffield, and in the evening, the annual 
meeting of the Auxiliary was held in the 
same place, the chair being kindly taken 
and most ably filled by James Montgomery, 
Esq. After prayer by the Rev, Mr. Alder, 
one of the Wesleyan ministers, the Rev. C. 
Larom gave, in the form of a report, a con- 
cise statement of the operations of the Pa- 
rent Society inthe Hast'and West Indies ; 
after which the resolutions were moved and 
seconded by the Rev. Messrs. Eustace Ca- 
rey, Stokes of Chesterfield, Stovel, Welsh, 
Valentine Ward, Cubitt, Smith, Boden and 
Pritchard. On Tuesday evening a public 
meeting was held at Rotherham in the Wes- 
leyan Chapel, which was very handsomely 
lent for the occasion, the Rev. Clement 
Perrot, Theological Tutor of Rotherham 
College, in the chair, when speeches were 
delivered by: Rev. Messrs. Carey, Wevers, 
(Methodist) Stovel, Stokes, Larom, and 
Welsh. <A similar. meeting was held on 
Wednesday evening -in the Baptist Chapel 
at Chesterfield, Ebenezer Smith, Esq. in the 
chair, and appropriate addresses were deli- 
vered by the Rev. Mr. Carey, Mudie, Elege, 
Stovel, Larom, Clark of Dronfield,and Stokes. 
The sums coJlected amounted to nearly 6O/. 
Mr. Carey’s visit was very highly valued 
and his addresses were listened to with 
great interest. It was very gratifying to 
see on each of the platforms ministers of 
the Wesleyan and Independent persuasions, 
and to hear their excellent speeches in sup- 
port of the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
we trust that the influence of the good im- 
pression made both by the sermons deliver- 
ed, and also at the public meetings will be 
of long continuance. C.L. 


BATH. 

On Lord’s day evening, Dec. 13, a sermon 
was preached in Somerset-street Chapel, 
Bath, in behalf of the Society, by the Rev. 
E. Carey. The same cause was advocated 
there on the following evening ina truly 
kind and liberal manner by the Rev. Jolin 
‘Leifchild of Bristol, and on Tuesday even- 
ing, the 15th, a public meeting was held to 
form an Auxiliary Society in the church and 
congregation under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. Owen Clarke. The chair was very 
ably filled by the Hon. and Rev. G.H.R. Cur- 
zon, and the numerous assembly was address - 
ed by the Hon. Capt. Noel, Revs. P. J. Saf- 
fery, J. H. Hinton, Carey, Clarke, and Wal- 
lace, and by Messrs. Langdon and Crook. 
The season was found to be peculiarly inter- 
esting, and the amount collected, including 
donations of 10/. each from three kind friends 
connected with the church, amounted to 
about 651. 
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Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
from November 20, to December 20, 1829, not including individual 


Subscriptions. 
Hvesids Lire ta. 
Legacy of the late Mrs. Sarah nuel, by Rev. J. Watkins.. 18 0 0 
Shenston, by Rev. W. Shen- Cwmpedol and Bwlch-y-rhyw, 
StON'¢¢.e'siecciesioleed giie oe oO ABO WO | (by dite eels «oie oa vee Oem 
Weymouth, by Rey. Jas. Hoby 33 16 6] Portsmouth, Portsea; and Gos- 
Hailsham, by Rev. W. Davies 12 19 2] port Auxiliary, balance by 
Sherborne, by B.Chandler, Esq. 4 4 0| Mr. B. H, Hinton (in all ' 
Northamptonshire Union, (Nor- QOBIN OS.) 12s wiles eects ae 1) WO 
thampton 152/. 12s. 9d.) by. Oxfordshife Auxiliary, by Mr. 53 
Mr. Gotch ..ssdoccvccccs 1645 3 55 Huckvale :— - 
Hitchin, Collections ........ 12 16 2} Naunton ......eecceeeeee 16 3 8 
Sheffield, by Rev.C. Larom.. 35 5 0} Fairford .....ss.e.ssere0. 210 0 
Chesterfield cccccesccssceas 13 6 95] Faringdon... .c.cccssme | oO 62° 6 
Rotherham-. .scwes ee cee cece LOLG620| / Banbury: cciisciceh ee relate per ane 
Totteridge, Collection aad Sub- Chipping Norton.......... 18 0 2 
scriptionS.....eesesseceee 14.16. 0} Abingdon...........e000. LT RIE 
Essex Auxiliary, by Thomas Alcester % ciaahis aus isetele sac) 2S) one 
Blyth, Esq.— Botrfons: sistant toon re Sod oe 
Braintree (expences 9s.) .. 14 17 6] Cornwall Auxiliary, by Rev. 
Baurnham]...-ccescscosees 0.17 9 E. Clarke :— 
Colchester (exp. 4/. 15s. 7d.) 22 8 6| Falmouth Branch, (Mission- 
Earls Colne... .csseccosces 13°12 0 ary Sale 611. 8s. 7d.; for 
Halsted= cc. «ele seis vets ovis - 35,93 schools 21. 10s.)....+.+- 119 11 3 
Langham ...scssscesstieeee 4L 1 -9| + Helston Branchis.cas 7e. 8 19 Oi 
Rayleigh ...s.sseeeeeeeee 5 2 O| Penzance, Jordan Chapel... 23 8 6 
HOIPOuiahis veic's io woe sine vu SLL ANS Queen-street do. 14 1 10 
North of England Auxiliary, by Redruth Branch ........+. 1810 6 
Rev. R. Pengilly ........ 15 0 0] TruroBranch, forsch. 1,.1s. 72 6 6 
Wantage, by Rev. W. Glanvill Miss M. and A. Smith, Olney, 
(Miss Daniell’s box 7s.) .. 215 6 for Kingston Female school, 20 0 0- 
One-third of Collection at Rev. Mrs. Bailey, Bethel-house, Brix- > 
G. Clayton’s, Walworth.... 86 18 6] ton, by Mr. Illidge........ 10 0 0 
Broughton and Wallop, by Rev. Miss C, Hepburn and Friends, 
H. Russell... ae clcas evant 13 1° 8) -for Jamaigatanan tence aes aan koro 
Nairnshire Missionary Society, Friend at Stony Stratford, by : 
by Rev. W. Barclay ....... 5 0 0} Rev. J. Simmons ........° 1 0 0 
Abergavenny, by Rev. C.Evans 2 6 4/)E.I. by J. Gutteridge, Esq... 1 0 0 


Carmarthen, Collection at Pe- 


As the Secretary has reason to apprehend that the Number of Heralds and Quarterly © 
Papers sent,in some quarters, is more than adequate for the supply of the Subscribers, he 
begs that the various friends who kindly engage in the distribution will examine whether any 
alterations should take place, and inform him forthwith, that the requisite directions may ~ 
be given to the printers. He would add, that as much of the efficiency of Missionary intel- 
ligence must depend on its prompt and regular conveyance to the individual Subscribers, it 
as earnestly hoped that all who receive parcels, will forward their contents as early as pos= 
sible to the various individuals for whom they are intended. 2 
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i TO CORRESPONDENTS. ; 

The Two Guineas forwarded from a Lady at-Penzance, through the Rev. Edmund 
Clarke, for another Society, have been duly paid over to the Treasurer. 

The thanks of the Committee are returned to the Rey. Reynold Hogg, Kimbolton, for 
twenty sets of his “Sermons,” ten copies of ‘Scriptural Supports,” and seven ‘ Per- 
sonal Religion ;” also to the juvenile friends at Aldwinkle, for pincushions, &c. for Ja-_ 
imaica, by Rev. D. Parkins. 

_. The paroel kindly sent from Wincobank has been furwarded to its destination. 

Of the amount (267/. 8s. 2d.) acknowledged, in our present Number, as received from 
our efficient Auxiliary in Cornwall, the sum of LOZ. 9s. 10d. was coniributed by means of 
Sunday School Associations. ' 


Printed by Littlewood and Co. Old Bailey. 


